
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

JEREMIAL 31:7-9, PSALM 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6, HEBREWS 5:1-6.  
MARK 10:46-52. 

 
THE IMMEASURABLE GREATEST OF GOD’S POWER MANIFEST 

ITSELF IN THOSE WHO BELIEVE. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, as human beings we are all vulnerable 
and subject to adversity. So, the word of God this Sunday invites us to live in 
our own time of adversity with courage, faith, and hope. It opens us to the 
God who is not aloof and indifferent but intimately involved with our daily 
struggles. 
 
Folks, it is good for us to remember that in ancient Israel, conditions like 
blindness, childlessness and paralysis were often seen as a curse from God. 
This is also true of our time. People with disabilities or illnesses were thus 
thought to be unfit to worship the Lord. This is from the human perspective, 
not God. That’s what makes Jeremiah’s prophecy very relevant. Describing 
the exiles’ return to Jerusalem, he includes “the blind, lame and the childless” 
among the ranks of the redeemed. The day will 
come, he promises, when no one will be excluded, 
not even those once considered unworthy or 
cursed. 
 
Beloved friends, today’s gospel depicts Jesus as 
one who engenders hope in despair, light in 
darkness and grace in vulnerability especially when 
we are rejected by men. Today, Jesus meets, 
healed, and changed the life of the blind beggar 
Bartimaeus. He saw the faith and dignity of someone whom society 
dismissed as inconsequential. In the midst of public rejection and 
condemnation, Bartimaeus “kept calling out” until his voice overcame the 
disapproving crowd (Mark 10:48), he trusted that as “the Son of David,” 
Jesus would not reject him. He was right, at last Jesus recognized and 
affirmed his spiritual maturity and vision. “Your faith has saved you” he said. 
For Bartimaeus was able to see and believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the 
Son of David. Jesus made it clear that God hadn’t rejected Bartimaeus. He 
was just as worthy of God’s love and healing grace as everyone else who 
believes in Him. 



 
Folks, the blind Bartimaeus represents our collective human situation that is 
constantly yearning for healing and liberation from weakness, sickness, 
poverty, and sin. Our blindness might not necessarily be the physical loss of 
vision. However, it could be whatever limits and prevents us from reaching 
or maximizing our potentials in life. 
 
To be free from our blindness, first, we must humbly acknowledge that they 
exist, and they are not a curse. Second, we must believe and humbly cry out 
in order to be cured. Bartimaeus did not believe because he was cured. 
Rather, he was cured because he believed, and humbly cried out for help. 
 

Also, like the blind Bartimaeus, neither the crowd, nor 
pride can stop us from reaching Christ our high priest. 
He is always ready to hear, heal and liberate us from 
whatever is limiting us in life. 
 
Today, we see Jesus manifest as the God who 
surrounds Himself with human vulnerability and 
insecurity. To be a true believer and an authentic 
disciple is to do likewise to others. We must do our 
very best to embrace and accompany the most 
vulnerable; it is to go and serve them at the liminal and 

precarious places; it is to transform them into life-changing encounters. 
 
Folks, this mission Sunday must remind us of the need not only to contribute 
money for the missions but to also give ourselves in service to one another. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


