
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 6:2-6, PSALM 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51,  
HEBREWS 7:23-28, MARK 12:28b-34. 

 
THE ROAD TO THE KINGDOM IS PAVED WITH LOVE FOR  

GOD AND FOR NEIGHBOR. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, today the church invites us through 
scripture readings to place our love of God before all else in our lives, and the 
best way to place this love of God first is to love our neighbor as ourselves 
since at the moment we cannot see God. This is the surest way to heaven. 
Already in the Old Testament, the prophets and many of the writers 
recognized that God must come first. When God is first, our lives become 
orderly and work well, it becomes easier to love our neighbor because we 
love for the sake of God. 
 
In our first reading, Moses reminds us that being faithful to God and His 
commandments is the best way to prosperity and eternal life. He concludes 
with the famous call known in Hebrew as “Shema Yisrael” (Hear, O Israel)! It is 
the centerpiece of Jewish morning and evening prayer. As a Jew, Christ 
Himself prayed this same prayer ����. So, he uses these same words in today’s 
gospel. Folks, this is a call and reminder to be faithful to God through the 
sacrifice of love. 
 
The love of God, as given above, demand a totality of 
our whole being without any reservation, a total 
surrender of all that we are. It is quite unfortunate 
that a lot of us like many of the Israelites have some 
restricted areas of our lives where we would not like 
the Love of God to shed its light upon. Friends, we 
must express our love of God with our titles, our time, 
our profession, and our wealth. We must strive to 
make our relationship with God the focus of our life. 
We must always strive to spend time in prayers and 
reading of the scriptures so that every action and 
decision we take will reflect the will of God. We must also do our very best to 
seek God’s grace and mercy in the sacraments. This is the best way we can 
express our genuine love for God. 
 



In today’s gospel, Christ summarized the Ten Commandments into two with 
the same words used by Moses in our first reading. Then, He amplified it by 
telling us the best way in which we can love God whom we have never seen: 
“You must love your neighbor as yourself”. 
 
Folks, we all know that God is spirit and cannot be seen. But we know that He 
created man in His own image. This presupposes that we see God in our 
neighbor. One of the mysteries of the incarnation is for us to understand the 
love of God. Our love for God must be manifested through the love we have 
for our neighbor. They are concomitantly 
interwoven. Unless we are willing to love our 
neighbor, unless we are willing to give ourselves 
in service to those in need, unless we are willing 
to reach out in generosity and sacrifice, our love 
of God is hypocrisy. If we are unable to love 
those around us, our prayers to God and our love 
of God are empty. John articulates this better 
thus: “Anyone who says “I love God”, and hates 
his brother is a liar; since a man who does not 
love the brother that he can see cannot love God, whom he has never seen…” 
(John 4:20-21). 
 
Beloved friends if we can love our neighbor, then, we can indeed love God. 
This is because, God lives in our neighbor. We cannot hate or do harm to our 
neighbor for any reason, and still claim we love God, or His commandments. 
This may seem practically impossible for us to obey because of the natural 
instinct of self-preservation, pride and selfishness in us. However, Jesus 
Christ is not asking us to do what He could not do. Like Christ, if we are 
determined to overcome our enemies with love then we can love more 
sincerely. With Christ, this is very possible. If it were not so, He would not 
have commanded us to love. So, to love God and our neighbor as ourselves, is 
a “debt” we owe, and must daily pay (Romans 13:8). 
 
The second reading makes this crystal clear that what makes the priesthood 
of Christ different from that of the Old Testament is the fact that Christ 
offered the greatest sacrifice of love with His own life. He died both for His 
enemies and friends. We are invited to do the same for the love of God. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 
  


