
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 
 YEAR B.  

 
1 KINGS 17:10-16, PSALM 146:7-10, HEBREWS 9:24-28,  

12:38-44. 
 

GOD BLESSES TRUE GENEROSITY. 
 
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking 
error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living, so that the 
person who serves God may be fully equipped to do every kind of good deed” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). As followers of Christ, if we truly believe the scripture, 
then, we must be ready to carry out every kind of good deed as 
demonstrated by the widow of Zarephath and the poor widow in the gospel. 
 
Folks, the willingness of the two widows in today’s readings to offer their 
meager gifts was pleasing to the Lord. That’s because sacrificial giving 
reflects the character of God Himself. Our father did not spare His only Son 
but gave Him up for us as a ransom. This shows that God can never be out 
done in generosity. For it was out of His generous heart that He gave His only 

begotten Son to us, so that we may not perish 
but may have life eternal (John 3:16). God is not 
asking us to do what is impossible. He is asking us 
to pour out our hearts when we give. Whether 
we are giving financially or sacrificing our time or 
attention, He wants to see us become as 
generous as He is. 
 
Yes, giving can be a bit difficult especially when 
we have to share the little, we have to live on but 
when we are courageous enough to give from 
our heart, it opens doors for more blessings. 

Though we do not give primarily in order to lay up merits for heaven or in 
order to receive that which we have given but we give for our love of God. 
 
Beloved friends, giving can be difficult; but this is the taste of true giving. We 
don’t just give; we must give with all our heart. The widow of Zarephath gave 
virtually from nothingness and so was it with the poor widow in today’s 
gospel; “she gave out of her poverty; putting in everything she had to live 
on”. No matter how poor you think you are, you certainly have something to 



offer because in one way or the other there is someone somewhere that you 
are better off than at the moment. The widow of Zarephath had only a 
handful of flour; according to her, but Elijah had practically nothing to 
depend on. Since she was courageous enough to give even from the little, 
she had, God surprised her with multiple portions, so 
much so that, she will not be in lack no matter how 
long the famine persists.  
 
Folks, from the widow of Zarephath’s experience, 
we have noticed that fear of the future is one of the 
greatest enemies of generosity. We must strive to 
put fear aside and trust in Divine Providence. For 
God has given us and keeps giving us. All we have are 
gifts from God. There is nothing we have that is truly ours. Therefore, we 
should never hesitate to give what we have to help others. We are God’s 
ready hands; God uses us to solve other people’s problems. We must also 
remember that we too are always in need. Nobody can survive 
independently of others. Survival is communal. We cannot get all we need by 
ourselves, our powers are limited, indeed we are limited beings. 
 
Also, trusting in Divine Providence for her survival, the widow in today’s 
gospel offered everything she had. She offered generously because, she 
knew and trusted the God she served. She knew that grace and favor 
increase where generosity increases. By placing her entire trust and future 
in God’s hands �����, she conquered her fear of the future, and the instinct of 
self-preservation. 
 
Some may ask? Isn’t it stupidity to give all? It is not, for in life, moment of 
scarcity, are moments of great test. Though, it is possible for one to give all 
without giving anything. In that case it is stupidity to give all. For God wants 
more than just our gifts, He looks at the size of our heart not the size of our 
pockets. The poor widow had small coin but a larger heart �� filled with 
generosity. 
 
Let us pray ���� today that God will grant us a generous heart filled with 
courage to share even the very little we have to live on: for “God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 

 PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


