
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

DANIEL 12:1-3, PSALM 16:5, 8-11, HEBREWS 10:11-14, 18, MARK 
13:24-32. 

 
BUT OF THAT DAY OR HOUR, NO ONE KNOWS. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, ‘tempus fugit’, the Romans 

used to say. “Time flies.” It’s hard to believe that we are already at the second-
to-last Sunday of the liturgical year. Where has the year gone? How can it be so 
close to the end already? Yet these feelings are appropriate for the Mass we 
celebrate today, whose readings encourage us to count time carefully, to be 
aware of its passage, to meditate on our mortality and the passing of all things, 
and to think soberly of the end which could be death or end 
of the world and final judgment. As Christians, we are not 
supposed to be frightened by such readings but rather look 
up to our future deliverance of the children of God. 
 
Today, the Church raises our hope of salvation. We must be 
mindful that after the darkness of the night comes the new 
dawn. Also, after the woman’s labor comes the birth of a 
new life. Therefore, no situation is bad in the life of a 
Christian that does not contain signs of hope. 
 
Our first reading today gives us the clearest description of 
the resurrection of the dead and everlasting life in the Old Testament. This 
prophetic oracle of Daniel was originally intended to offer hope to the people of 
Israel who were suffering great persecution from foreign powers, and it has 
continued to offer hope to Jews and Christians through many times of 
persecution down through the centuries. 
 
In today’s culture, many may take offense at the idea that there will be 
punishment for wickedness in the life to come. As Daniel says, “others shall be 
an everlasting horror and disgrace,” a reference to what we would now call hell. 
So, we need to remember that hell is a self-chosen state. If we choose to be 
there, our attitude will now tell. But “all those whose names are found written 
in the book will be spared.” This is also a matter of choice; nobody will make the 
choice for us. We will make the choice of where we would like to be now that 
we are alive. This means that there is still chance for all who wish to be (saved) 
in this group to do so. 
 
 



Our second reading today from the letter to the Hebrews gives us 
more hope through the efficacy of the offering of Christ for our 

salvation. Every sin, from the sin of Adam to the final sin before 
the Second Coming, has been atoned for. Now anyone who 
turns to Jesus can be cleansed and receive the pledge of eternal 
salvation. Folks, Jesus’ offertory of Himself marks all believers 

with a bold sign or mark of “FORGIVENESS, ACQUITTED AND 
SEALED FOR SALVATION.” As the fulfillment of the old covenant, 

Christ the new covenant and high priest, has offered this sacrifice 
once and for all. This perfect sacrifice has opened the gates of heaven-to you 
and me forever. No matter who you are or what you have done, you can 
“confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace for 
timely help” (Hebrews 4:16). Please, may we strive to approach God’s throne of 
mercy now in preparation for that day which is unknown to anyone. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks about terrible things, a time of anguish such as 
has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But that is the time 
when the people of God shall be delivered. As Christians, this does not call for 
panic but preparation. We must remember that fear has 
never convinced anybody to follow the way that leads to 
life. Let us not panic but do amendments in our relationship 
with God.  
 
Jesus had died for our sins in order to lead us to heaven. All 
we need to do is to take advantage of His sacrifice for us. 
Our preparation must be done on a daily basis since we don’t 
know the day or hour of our death or the end of the world. 
The best preparation is to be aware of the reality and truth 
of God’s words and not listen to “end times preachers.” As 
Christians, we do not live like there will always be tomorrow. In fact, we live 
treating the day as the last day of our life. What are the things we will do if it 
will be our last act? Hopefully we are not only concerned with how to satisfy 
our wants. Let us aim for the everlasting satisfaction of being with God in His 
Kingdom. And we will be assured of it if we are prepared. We are confident that 
the words of Jesus are always effective and available. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


