
HOMILY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C. 
 

JEREMIAH 33:14-16, PSALM 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14, 1  
THESSALONIANS 3:12- 4:2, LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36. 

 
BE VIGILANT 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we are all grateful and excited 
to begin the holy Season of Advent, a new calendar year (C). This is a grace 
period given to us by God to renew our momentum as we actively await the 
coming of the Lord. This season is also a period of four Sundays in 
preparation for Christmas. But the readings are not talking about chestnuts 
���� roasting on an open fire and Santa Claus or instructing us to start 
decorating our homes for Christmas, or about the forthcoming parties and 
vacations. Rather they are talking about the horrible events of the end-time. 
These readings are not spoilers; they are reminders. They remind us that 
everything is passing, and so let us look up to Jesus. If we are vigilant and 
remain faithful and obedient to Him, we are assured of eternal happiness 
and glory. 
 

In our first reading today, the prophet Jeremiah 
reminds us of how God was to fulfill His promise 
of sending one who would inherit the throne of 
King David, He would be known as Son of the 
Most High. He will bring peace and security to 
Jerusalem and would establish a kingdom that 
be forever. Even though that savior has now 
come, we are constantly aware that still we 
need to pray ���� for peace and security. “Why?” 
you may ask - “Why hasn’t it happened - why is 
there fighting everywhere?” He Himself said the 
world has not recognized the time of His 

coming, a lament He made as He wept over the city which He came to save 
(Luck 19:44). Folks, His reign is not an illusion for He now reigns forever and 
His work to bring peace continues until He will finally bring all those who 
follow Him into the safety and peace in His kingdom forever. God does not go 
back on His promises as Jeremiah assures us. 
 



In our gospel today, Jesus describes the horrible events of the end-time with 
clarity. Some of us may even wonder: Is Jesus such a killjoy who likes to spoil 
the fun? He is not. In the face of the fragility and contingency of life and of 
the whole world, Jesus, the Son of man will come “in a cloud with power and 

great glory.” “When these signs begin to happen, stand 
erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at 

hand” (Luke 21:28). It is now clear that Jesus is not a 
killjoy. So, Advent isn’t meant to be a season of anxiety 
but a season of expectation and hope. The Lord is near! 
He is coming to establish His kingdom! For all the 
warnings Jesus gives in today’s Gospel, and for all the 
dark and foreboding images of the end that He portrays, 

His promise outweighs them all. 
 

Folks, today’s message is quite clear. Placing our hopes on anything in this 
world will surely leave us disappointed. These are clear signs of how 
unreliable our earthly existence is and how limited these worldly realities 
are. But we must be VIGILANT and ask God in our prayers so that despite all 
these horrible events, we will still be able to stand before the Son of Man 
and be saved. It will be more horrible for us to face all these tribulations 
without God. Becoming too absorbed in worldly anxieties, being intoxicated 
with our selfish ambitions and thirst for power, being immersed in fleeting 
pleasures and luxury are definitely not the proper ways to “be able to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 
 
Beloved friends, our preparation to meet Jesus should not be for some 
remote event in the future, because this could happen at any time. Rather if 
we do well our preparation for Christmas should be spiritual - concerning our 
soul and our relationship with God. That is precisely the significance of the 
liturgical color of violet: we are encouraged to do some acts of penance and 
sacrifices to make Christmas truly meaningful, and grace filled. We are 
reminded to go to confession and reconcile with God, and accompany these 
with acts of mercy, both corporal and spiritual. I am pretty sure that 
conducting ourselves in this way will please Jesus on His return (1 
Thessalonians 4:2). 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


