
HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C. 
 

BARUCH 5:1-9, PSALM 126:1-6, PHILIPPIANS 1:4-6, 8-11, 
 LUKE 3:1-6. 

 
LET US MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD. 

 
The Season of Advent is a time of grace (2 Peter 3:9). The mood of Advent is 
alertness, excitement, readiness: because something important is going to 
happen soon. During this time, we are encouraged to restart our lives, to 
come to conversion of heart � as we prepare to stand before the Son of 
Man. For this reason, the early part of Advent every year encourages us to 
reflect not only about the upcoming Christmas, but also for the Second 
Coming of Christ, make the way ready for Him, and to long for His coming 
with joy and unwavering hope because then Christ will triumph, and all evil 
will be destroyed and God’s plan for us will finally be accomplished. 
 
In our first reading today, we are reminded of the situation of the people of 
Israel in Babylon that led them wondering whether God was truly their 
salvation or not. Prophet Baruch reminds them that those times are 
gradually coming to an end as they hear tidings of hope and joy. Though 
stripped of grandeur, Israel will be led by God in joy. Even in their terrible 

loss, God will shower them with glory, mercy, and 
Justice. He encourages them to do away with their 
sinful habits which can be compared with lofty 
mountain, age-old “depths and gorges” in order to 
let God lead them in joy. 
 
Beloved friends, in like manner, the Church 
reminds us that Advent is a season of good change 
given to us by God because He wants to lead us 
home safely. She invites us to repent, deny 
ourselves and lose our sinful lives so that God will 
lead us in joy with the light of glory, mercy, and 
Justice. 

 
 
 
 



In our second reading today, St. Paul expresses his great love ��� and 
affection for the Philippians, who helped him in his ministry. Because of their 
Christ-like attitude, St. Paul has great hope that they will continue to 
become more and more like Christ as they look forward to His coming in 
glory. If we like the Philippians of Paul’s time continue to seek Christ, making 
a way for Him and co-operate with His grace in discerning what is of value, 
then, we must be confident to welcome ���� Him when He comes in glory. Our 
trust must remain in God, and we must completely depend on Him who alone 
has the power to put to completion the good work in us. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters, we enter into this second week of Advent, St. 
John de Baptist who is a prominent figure in the advent of Christ calls 
everyone today to prepare the way for the Lord, so that He may smoothly 
arrive into our hearts, our families and our world. In 
order to prepare well for this great coming, John de 
Baptist re-echoes the words of the Prophet Baruch 
from our first reading: “every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill be made low” (Luke 3:5). This is 
a clarion call for self-examination of our lives, to truly 
ascertain whether we are in the right direction. It is a 
call to repentance, which means; turning away from sin 
and evil and returning back to God. Every crooked 
lifestyle in us is to be strengthened and all our rough 
edges, made smooth (Luke 3:6) so that when the Lord comes, we all may see 
and testify to God’s salvation. 
 
Folks, can we spend some time this Advent preparing to let go of feelings 
that we have been wronged by someone, find forgiveness, and let it go? Can 
a way to make peace with things in our lives that are holding us back - a 
relative we haven’t spoken to, a neighbor we are angry with, a co-worker 
that has slighted us or driven us crazy? 
 
As we make effort to prepare the way for the Lord’s coming, may our 
repentance bring us deliverance from all forms of bondage and make us free 
to receive the Lord when He comes. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


