
HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C. 
 

ZEPHANIAH 3:14-18a, (PS)ISAIAH 12:2-6,  
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7, LUKE 3:10-18. 

 

REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, the third Sunday of Advent is called 
“Gaudete Sunday.” “Gaudete” is Latin for “rejoice.” 
 
Folks, as we come closer to the feast of Christmas, our Liturgy of the Word 
emphasizes our call to rejoice. We rejoice because the Messiah is coming. We 
rejoice because God has fulfilled His promises. We rejoice because there is no 
more need for fear or anxiety. However, this does not mean we have come to 
the end of our preparation this season of Advent. Instead, it is a reminder 
that we must be more focused on living a faithful life in Christ. 
 

Today, all our readings exalt us to be happy, and joyful as we 
wait for the Lord’s coming in glory. The joy and happiness in 
the Lord that we are invited to celebrate today is symbolized 
by lighting the rose-colored candle on the Advent wreath 
and the priest wearing a rose vestment instead of a purple 
one. 
 
Our first reading today is taken from the Book of the 
Prophet Zephaniah where the author sings a hymn of 

freedom from the ‘tyranny of ancient Babylon:’ “shout for joy, sing joyfully, 
be glad,” the author proclaims. Why? Because the time of exile or separation 
from God is over and the Hebrews can now go back to Jerusalem and rebuild 
their city and temple. Yes, God is in their midst again and the people once 
again feel good about themselves because God has delivered them from 
bondage. 
 
Folks, the God who was at work amongst the people of Zephaniah’s time is at 
work amongst us today. God is in our midst. Joy comes from knowing that 
God is truly present and never abandon us through trials or triumph. Joy also 
comes from experiencing new life, redemption, and salvation through God’s 
mercy. God really wants to make us whole, forgive us, heal us, and save us. 
This is the source of our joy ������. 
 



In our second reading, St. Paul exhorts us to rejoice in the Lord. Why is Paul 
so insistent in his exhortation to rejoice in the Lord? We must remember that 
he wrote this letter to the Philippians while he was in a dark Roman prison 
and without any certainty that he can still come out alive. Definitely, there 
was nothing to rejoice about in that situation. But joy is a virtue and a gift ���� 
of the Holy Spirit. It is not dependent on any external condition. Rather, it all 
depends on one’s intimate relationship with God. Rightly, then, that St. Paul 
said: “Rejoice in the Lord always. Your kindness should be known to all. The 
Lord is near” (4:4-5). If we all know that the Lord is with us at all times, that 
the Lord is near, then, we all will have a reason to rejoice always, that is, to 
be filled with joy. And that Spirit will certainly lead us to be more kind and 
understanding towards others. We must remember that joy is an attitude of 
trust in the midst of life’s difficulties and troubles. So, worries and anxieties 
have no place in the life of a Christian. 
 
In our gospel today, after preaching the good news of 
repentance, John the Baptist provoked a great yearning 
for change in his listeners. We must ask the same 
question that the people asked John the Baptist. What 
must we do as we wait for the coming of Christ? For our 
joy to be complete this season John invites us to act of 
kindness: giving clothes to those who have none, 
avoiding extortion and cheating and being of better service to others. Above 
all, we must shun all acts that are capable of making life difficult for others. 
 
Folks, we all know that Christmas is always the busiest season of the year. 
While others are stressed and anxious about so many things, we are 
reminded to focus our attention on Jesus, the center of this joyous season, 
the cause of our rejoicing. There is no reason for worries and anxieties. 
Whatever problems and difficulties we may have, we take them all up to the 
Lord in prayer. Folks, turn worries into prayers. 
 
Let us pray that God will grant us patience and constancy in prayer as we 
wait joyfully for the fulfillment of His promise to us this season, may He fill 
our hearts with charity and peace of mind. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


