
HOMILY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C. 
 

MICAH 5:1-4a, PSALM 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19,  
HEBREWS 10:5-10, LUKE 1:39-45. 

 
CELEBRATING IN JOY OUR CONNECTEDNESS IN THE LORD. 

 
There’s a medieval legend that when we come to the gates of heaven, each one of 
us will have to answer two questions. And because an incorrect answer to these 
questions could be devastating, it is good that we review them now so that we 
might be prepared. As we walk up to the heavenly gates the first question that will 
be asked of us is this: “Have you come alone?” If we were to answer yes to that 
question, the second question follows: “How could you?” 
 
It is a major misconception of our faith to think that we can come to God alone. 
God has made us connected to one another. We depend upon other people to find 
our way to God, and we have a responsibility to help others find their way. There is 
no solitary way to heaven. If we’re going to be saved, we are saved together.  
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, today is the fourth Sunday of Advent - the 
final Sunday before Christmas. Christmas is only a few days away. The birth of 
Jesus is now imminent. In a few days’ time we will be 
celebrating the memorial of that great event. So, 
today’s liturgy gives us a glimpse of how best we 
ought to prepare for this celebration. 
 
Folks, the gospel of this Sunday presents us with the 
Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth. Despite 
her pregnancy, Mary still found time to visit her 
cousin in order to share in her joy. Here, they both 
celebrate their connectedness to each other. 
 
So, the story of the Visitation is both a description and an example of our 
connectedness to one another. We are all related in some way to all people. But we 
must remember that the first person that Mary seeks out after being made the 
mother of the Savior is her cousin, a member of her own family. So in a particular 
way, the story of the Visitation reminds us of our connectedness to those who are 
closest to us, the members of our own family, friends, members of our church and 
our those in our neighborhood. 
 
 
 



This is a beautiful reminder during this holy season. We all know that Christmas 
allows us to reach out in new ways to a variety of people. As Christians, we must 
give our time and donations to those in need. But the story of the Visitation asks 
us to be more attentive to the people who are close to us, to love them first, to 
treat them with kindness and respect. In doing this, we can be proud to say that 
our preparation is in the right direction. 
 

Today we are invited to look over our immediate, extended 
and parish family. Is there someone who is struggling, 
struggling because of sickness, divorce, grief over a loved 
one who has died? If so, we should resolve to take some time 
in the upcoming days to contact that person(s) and offer 
them words of support. Is there ‘bad will’ between us and 
someone in our family, church, or workplace? This story of 
the Visitation invites us to pray and make it a point of duty 
to see whether this season opens a door for reconciliation, 
whether there is a step we could take that would move the 
relationship towards healing. There could be no better way 
to celebrate Christ’s birth than this. 
 

Folks, with all the hectic preparations for Christmas, we should find at least a few 
moments in which we can affirm the people around us, express our thanks to them 
and offer our love. Let us bear in mind that it is only when we serve others that we 
encounter Jesus Christ. It is only when we give ourselves in love that we find that 
we are loved. 
 
Beloved, this should not in any way keep us away from strangers. We ought to 
remember that this season is not primarily about gifts or food or tradition. This 
season is about the gift that God has given us in the people with whom we share 
our lives, in our connectedness to them. Let us celebrate one another. 
 
Like Mary and Elizabeth, we should recognize and celebrate our connectedness to 
one another. No one of us wants to arrive at the gates of Heaven alone. Therefore, 
we ought to make an effort, reach out today to members of our family, neighbors 
and church, so that we can continue on your journey to God with one another. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


