
HOMILY FOR THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

GENESIS 18:1-10a, PSALM 15:2-5, COLOSSIANS 1:24-28,  
LUKE 10:38-42. 

 
HOSPITALITY ATTRACTS GOD’S BLESSINGS. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, offering physical and spiritual 
hospitality is the best way to attend to God Himself and it comes with a gift 
from God. So, as Christians, we must constantly remember that hospitality is 
a Christian virtue and our duty towards others. 

 
In our first reading today, Abraham and Sarah 
displayed a great hospitality by welcoming and 
receiving strangers in their home. Fortunately for 
them, these strangers were messengers from God. 
Abraham and Sarah did so much for them by taking 
care of their material needs. They equally listen 
politely, even if Sarah laughs. They offered hospitality 
without conditions. By so doing, Abraham and his wife 

expressed their spirituality. For this reason, God decided to bless their 
household. 
 
This does not strictly mean that God is only good to us because we are good 
to Him in the needy. In as much as God wants us to be hospitable and as the 
Church encourages to be, His love and blessing for 
us is unconditional and unmatchable. It is very 
true that God may decide to reward us for doing 
some good, but He is not gracious to us just 
because of what we do for others, or because of 
what we offer Him. We must strive to be always 
good and hospitable, because it is the best thing 
to do, not just because we are expecting a reward 
from God or anyone else. 
 
We must also remember that true hospitality is first of all receiving one 
another as God’s creation. If we recognize Christ in the other, all the other 
details of hospitality will take care of themselves as we see in the case of 
Abraham and Sarah. It is when we see another human being with defects, 
sins, and brokenness that we can treat others poorly or even worse. 



 
Today’s gospel presents to us a challenge as we hear Jesus’ response to 

Martha’s request to have Mary help her in 
preparing a meal for Him. Here Martha is really 
upset. She is the host and wants her sister to do 
her part. Jesus never says that what Martha is 
doing has no value. Instead, Jesus simply states 
that there is a greater value than the physical 
hospitality: listening to the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
We ought to remember that a very important part 
of hospitality is paying attention to people. At 

times, what people need from us are not material things, all they need is our 
attention. After giving them attention, then, we will know fully what their 
other needs could be. 
 
It is good to also remember that we must strive to avoid anything that would 
distort our hospitality. Martha’s service was noble and 
laudable but mixed with selfish motives, resentment 
and lots of anxieties and worries. Such will never 
attract blessings from God. We must be careful lest 
we become like those who have time for the work of 
God but have no time for God who owns the work. 
Many of us are so distracted today with too many 
social and material activities (both in church and at 
home, some are very hospitable but filled with 
resentment and selfishness) that we hardly have time 
for any spiritual reflection and prayer. We do all we 
can to help our family grow in every other aspect of 
life except spiritually. 
 
Folks, let us set our priorities right and be fully blessed by God and those 
around us. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


