
HOMILY FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

GENESIS 18:20-32, PSALM 138:1-3, 6-8,  
COLOSSIANS 2:12-14, LUKE 11:1-13. 

 
PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER. 

 
Why should we pray ���� without giving up? 

 
Beloved friends in Christ, today the Church invites us to a life of prayer that helps 
us to conform to God’s will. She reminds us that prayer is the key to unlock and 
enter the heart of God in order to accept and do His will. 
 
In today’s first reading, Abraham our Father in faith shows a great deal of 
persistence in prayer. He knew God will hear his prayer and that God is able to 
provide for him if only he shows trust in His faithfulness. Bearing this in mind, 
Abraham approached God without unnecessary fear or doubt as he intercedes on 
behalf of His nephew, Lot and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 
Unfortunately, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were destroyed but Lot and his family survived. 
Here, Abraham teaches us that we have a duty to 
intercede for one another. Through our intercession, 
God can save the righteous, heal the sick, and save 
those in all kinds of danger. Moreover, there is no 
distance in prayer and there is nothing that prevents 
God from granting our needs. God wants us to trust 
that He will always respond to us, even if He chooses 
not to give us what we want. He gives us something 
better because His will is always ordered towards 

our greater good. 
 
Folks, through Abraham, we are meant to understand that God is always at the 
vantage position to see all our needs, cares, joy, and sorrows. Therefore, we should 
speak with God as we speak to a dear father who knows our needs and who is 
more than willing to provide for us. Indeed, most often God provides us with the 
fundamental sustenance of life - breath - even when we have not asked for it. 
 



In our second reading today, St. Paul reminds us of our redemption in Christ. He 
reminds us that this was possible due to our faith in God who raised Jesus from 
the dead. Therefore, it is through this same faith that we must constantly 
approach God our Father in prayer. Through this same faith we must intercede for 
others, and especially for our world that is in total chaos.  
 
Today’s gospel calls us to not just pray but like Abraham in our first reading to be 
persistent, patient, and humble in prayer ����. Jesus gives us a model of prayer and 
taught us how to pray. We are encouraged to knock and keep knocking, trusting in 
God’s goodness without giving up. 
 
Today, Jesus thought us that prayer is a necessary tool and as we pray, it must be 

done first by approaching God with due reverence. It’s 
quite unfortunate that most of us do not pray ���� or 
even if we do, we don’t approach God with reverence, 
we are not humble, patient and don’t even persevere 
in our prayers, yet we want mountains to be moved on 
our behalf. The reason is simple, many of us have lost 
faith in prayer and consequently in God. Though, there 
is one thing we ought to understand as we pray ����, 
that God’s will be done in our life not the other way 
round. So, we must be assured of God’s fatherly love 
for us, His perfection and divine wisdom, as such, 
approach Him as the Father whose will is for our best 
interest. 
 

Folks, bearing this in mind, we must trust that God never goes to sleep. He knows 
when where, and how to respond to our needs. Therefore, we must strive never to 
give up praying for one another trusting that prayer breaks barriers and brings 
down the power of God. Today’s message reminds me of the song: PRAYER IS THE 
KEY �. 
 
Let us persevere in prayer so that at last we like the Psalmist we say: “On the day I 
called, you answered me, O Lord. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


