
HOMILY FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

ECCLESIASTES 1:2; 2:21-23, PSALM 90:3-6, 12-14, 17, 
 COLOSSIANS 3:1-5, 9-11, LUKE 12:13-21. 

 
SET YOUR HEART ON WHAT WILL LAST FOREVER. 

 
“Having had hearing problems for a number of years, an elderly gentleman 
went to the doctor, who had him fitted for hearing aids that allowed him to 
hear better than ever. The old man returned to the doctor one month later 
for an evaluation of his new hearing aids, and the doctor said, ‘Your hearing 
is perfect. Your family and friends must be really pleased that you can hear 
again.’ The gentleman replied, ‘Oh, I haven’t told my family and friends yet. I 
just sit around and listen to their conversation. I’ve changed my will and 
intentions for them three times!” 

 
Beloved friends, as Jesus was on His way to 
Jerusalem, many people crowded Him to hear 
His teaching. A voice came from out of the 
crowd asking Jesus to make a judgment in 
the case of two brothers fighting over an 
inheritance. In reply, Jesus strongly cautions 
not only the man but all of those who are 
overly concerned about earthly possessions. 
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds 
of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of possession.” 
 
Folks, we all know that greed is a capital sin. 
It is an excessive desire for wealth or 

possessions. It’s not just the wealthy who can let greed and envy take 
control of their lives. It can be a personality trait in anyone, whether they are 
poor, middle class or quite wealthy, and when it does, then our possessions 
will end up owing us. One great harm greed does, it leads us to neglect other 
important facet of our lives, such as, spending time with our family and our 
God. The greedy person measures their own self-worth by what they have 
and see themselves as more important than others. 
 
 
 



For this reason, today’s first reading draws our attention to the reality of 
life. Everything in this world is ‘vanity’ except if we use all we have in the 
world for the good of others and the glory God not just for ourselves or in 
exploiting others. We are reminded by the preacher that the ultimate goal 
here on earth is to walk our way straight to 
heaven. It is quite unfortunate that the pursuit 
of wealth and pleasures of this world have so 
blinded us to the reality that we are pilgrims 
here on earth. Don’t be a fool! None of us will 
ever take anything with us after death. The 
only thing that will remain with us forever is 
that which we genuinely shared with others. 
 
Jesus warns us against a self-enclosed living 
that leads to moral apathy. The rich man in 
today’s gospel does not appear to have 
committed egregious acts of evil. He is simply consumed by his desire to 
grow richer, and he is totally immune from what goes on around him. Yet he 
is condemned for being insular and closing himself off from others. Like the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus, it is not the sin of commission but 
omission, the failure to act justly that constitutes reproachable behavior. As 
Christians, we all know that doing nothing or silence in the in the face of evil 
is itself evil. 
 
Finally, St. Paul in our second reading, reminds us that we must be heaven 
bound where Christ is everything. Hence, Paul tells us: “Kill everything in you 
that belongs to only earthly life, false gods, impurity, guilty passion, 
fornication, evil desires, greed and never tell each other lies.” This call to “kill 
everything evil” is simply a call to transform our lives, a call to purity of life 
and a call to remain steadfast for that which will last forever. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


