
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

 JEREMIAH 38:4-6, 8-10, PSALM 40:2-4, 18,  
HEBREWS 12:1-4, LUKE 12:49-53. 

 
PERSEVERE IN RUNNING THE RACE. 

 
Today’s readings are not cheerful, but life is not always cheerful either. Our inner 
peace can be destroyed by so many things, such as war, bad health, disagreement 
with someone we love. Within the family, our inner peace can be disrupted by 
betrayal of one family member, inheritance disparity, parental favoritism, sibling 
rivalry, to name a few. Though the one major desire all of us have is to be happy - 
that is to be at peace in ourselves. But how do we feel when we hear Jesus say, “Do 
you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division,” 
 
Folks, these words seem unlike the Jesus we believe in, so what’s going on? What 
does He mean? Here Jesus makes it crystal clear to us of the turmoil each one of us 
His followers may have to suffer in this world because of His name. As faithful 
followers of Jesus we will always be a thorn in the side of many in our society 
because of the values we uphold. 
 
In our first reading, we see how Jeremiah the prophet of 
God suffers grave  injustice for the sake of the message 
He preached. His message was so discomforting to the 
leading men of his time. So, their best option was to get 
rid of him which they partly succeeded but God proved 
Himself a powerful Savior. Like Jeremiah, we shall surely 
face persecution to purify us like gold passing through fire 
��. Though, we must remember that our God is ever faithful 
and ready to deliver us in times of difficulties. This is especially, at those moments 
that our troubles are highlighted by the fact that we are on the path of truth and 
Justice, and at those times when our life is a contrast to our society. 
 
Beloved friends, our second reading from Hebrews encourages us as faithful 
disciples to persevere in running the race of salvation because opposition for us is 
inevitable since we are bent on living the truth and values of God’s kingdom. As we 
strive to run steadily, we are to “look up to Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith, who saves and brings us to perfection.” We must continue to resist and fight 
evil even to the point of death. We cannot afford to give up because the strength 
and energy we need to do all these will definitely be supplied by Jesus Christ 
Himself. 
 



In today’s gospel Jesus draws our attention to the most unlikely place where 
division could ever be imagined. One would think that crisis within the family 
should not lead to division, those involved should be able to resolve such 
differences - after all, isn’t blood thicker than water? On 
the other hand, how are serious family rifts to be repaired 
if the reason for division is one’s faith or commitment to 
God? 
 
From today’s gospel, we are might to understand that as 
much as family is an important human bond, serving God 
leaves no room for compromise. We cannot avoid the 
divisions that must come or the hatred of others in our 
determination to seek first God’s kingdom. If we hold 
onto the truth and fail to cooperate with falsehood 
within the family, definitely, our family will regard us as a 
black sheep. In this case, division can’t be avoided. 
 
Though, we must constantly remember that Jesus 
desires us to be reconciled and at peace with those around 
us and especially with those in our family, but we cannot do so by sacrificing our 
principles for what we consider to be true human values and the right ordering of 
society. This is the division Jesus is referring to in today’s gospel - that of 
authentic truth and Justice. Folks, in many situations of our contemporary culture 
we’ll just have to agree to differ while continuing to love, support and encourage 
those around us. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


