
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
ISAIAH 66:18-21, PSALM 117:1-2,  

HEBREWS 12:5-7, 11-13, LUKE 13:22-30.  
 

WE MUST STRIVE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, very many opportunities are available 
to us during our lives. From this large assortment, we must decide which 
ones we want, which one suit our personalities, and strive to get them. The 
ones that we choose are not just going to fall into our laps—we have to get 

them. If we pursue them half-heartedly, we are apt to 
miss them. But if we pursue them with honesty, we will 
certainly have them with great joy and value them 
always. We all know that this is far from today’s culture. 
Most of us want success the easiest way. 
 
Folks, God’s will is to save us, to save every person in this 
church, to save every person in the world. He is always 
willing and open to invite us into eternal life. But we must 
remember that salvation is a two-way street. It requires 
our participation. God’s intention is not the only factor. 
God will never change His desire to save us. But two 

things can change: our circumstances and our very selves. 
 
Today’s Sunday presents to us an insight on what we need to do if we want 
to be part of the heavenly banquet at the end of our earthly life. In the 1st 
reading and gospel reading, we see the generosity of God towards us His 
children and heirs of the kingdom of God as presented in His inclusiveness. 
This stems from the fact that as many that are ready to be true children of 
God and to live their lives according to the gospel imperatives, will make 
salvation at the end of time. This is a message of hope, taking into 
consideration the inclusive nature of the invitation presented to us in our 
first reading and gospel. We are all called to be part of this wonderful 
invitation. Let us do our very best to respond sincerely to this invitation. 
 



Folks, Jesus answers the question presented to Him in 
the gospel very prudently by giving us an insight into 
what will help us to be part of those who will be saved 
at the end of time. Jesus is telling us that we must work 
hard to get in through the narrow gate. We must drop 
some baggage’s that we are carrying and can stand as 
hindrance against us at the end of time. Like it is often 
said, nothing good comes easy; ‘we must work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling.’ One of the best ways 
to strive to enter through the narrow gate is to forgo 
personal cares and pleasures, imbibing self-discipline 
and accepting that which God brings to us, and 
following the Christian way. This way maybe, whatever 
challenges we meet as we journey in this world, we 
ought to patiently strive through trusting in God’s 
omniscience. The second reading today makes it clear to us that it is a good 
father that chastises His children. 
 
Beloved friends, Jesus wants us to realize that being so religious; attending 
daily Masses and frequenting Holy Communion, taking care of the Church 
and its environs, donating plentifully for the upkeep of the Church, etc. alone 
does not in any way guarantee our entrance into heaven. The message is 
simple, our religiosity must be backed up by a spirituality or piety; love of 
God and man, following Christ and abiding by His dictates.  
 
We are all encouraged to make honest and sincere effort to enter through 
the narrow gate; Jesus Himself. The more we make efforts to follow Christ, 
the brighter our chances of attaining salvation at the end of our earthly 
pilgrimage. Humanly speaking, this may not be possible but with God 
everything is possible. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


