
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

SIRACH 3:17-18, 20, 28-29, PSALM 68:4-7, 10-11,  
HEBREWS 12:18-19, 22-24a, LUKE 14:1,7-14. 

 
THE HUMBLE FIND FAVOR WITH GOD BUT THE PROUD HAVE NO PLACE IN HEAVEN. 

 
Today’s readings draw our attention to this very important Virtue, ‘Humility’ which 

remains the compulsory path that every true Christian must 
walk in order to be qualified to join the millions of Angels 
and Saints in heaven. Humility is an attribute and quality of 
God, the Saints and Angels which all children of God must 
strive to possess and live if we desire heaven. Humility is 
living in the truth of who we are before God and who we are 
in relationship to one another. 
 
Folks, our present culture values neither truth nor humility 
and so this teaching on humility is at times difficult to 

accept. But when we accept and put it to practice, we realize 
that humility is totally generous and makes us undertake with invincible courage 
all our task that we are called to do. When we are humble, we are exceedingly 
courageous because we place our confidence in God, rather than ourselves. In turn, 
confidence in God gives birth to a generous spirit in us. 
 
In our first reading the preacher gives us the key that leads to greatness. This 
greatest can only be attained through humility. When we conduct our affairs with 
humility, we are loved more than a giver of gifts and our relationship with God 
brings us more favor. Folks, humility always places us 
below others so that we can serve them without 
resentment and with true love and appreciation. The higher 
we are in rank, the deeper is our need for humility. Such 
humility will be shown in having an attentive ear which is a 
sign of maturity, which consequently, leads to simplicity 
and gentleness of life. The preacher makes it clear that 
humility makes us peaceful people. Pride the opposite of 
humility goes before a fall, the preacher tells us “There is no 
cure for the proud man’s a malady, since an evil growth has 
taken root in him”. The shortest way to dishonor is the path 
of pride. Many have walked this path and they remain 
eternal lessons to all of us. 
 
 
 



 Our second reading reminds us of the fact that our 
destination and abode is the place of the Living God - the 
heavenly Mount Zion! In this city, only those who humble 
themselves like the millions of Angels and Saints will partake 
in its joy. We ought to remember that the God in whose 
presence we shall dwell humbled Himself first and so, 
everyone who must dwell there must be humble. In this city 
“everyone is first born and a true citizen.” But everyone’s 
qualification to this exalted position is the golden virtue of 
humility. Without it, we are like Lucifer, who wished to exalt 

himself above His creator. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus the role model of humility draws our attention to the 
reality that without humility we will never be exalted and if we are not exalted, we 
will never have a place with Him in heaven. He teaches us simplicity of life. This 
enables us to always stay in the background unless we are called forward, we don’t 
need to show up in anyway thinking that others are fools. We must always 
consider ourselves as last and the least. This has nothing to do with poor self-
image! Rather, this is an invitation to live in truth with others and 
forge a new relationship with others by changing our way of 
thinking of them.  
 
Beloved friends, there is nothing to lose being humble. It 
is a win-win game. It leads us to love unconditionally and 
treat people well without expecting anything in return. 
On the contrary, pride profits nothing but shame and 
disgrace.  
 
Folks, we are invited this day to reject the path of pride if we 
want to be truly honored! The path of humility remains the 
most excellent and efficient way to receive honor both from God and men. Be 
humble! 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


