
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

WISDOM 9:13-18b, PSALM 90:3-6, 12-17, PHILEMON 9,  
10, 12-17, LUKE 14:25-33. 

 
FAITHFUL DISCIPLESHIP DEMANDS COMPLETE SURRENDER AND SACRIFICE TO GOD. 

 
Total surrender to God’s will motivated the early disciples to do the unimaginable. 
They loved God more than their lives, brothers, sisters, and parents. They all imitated 
Christ who gave up everything, including His life for our sake. So, if we are truly 
determined to follow Christ then we must be His disciples making God’s will our 
priority. 
 
Today’s first reading draws our attention to the depth of the wisdom of God. God 
alone knows His intention for humanity. However, this intention has been fully 
revealed in Christ who willingly surrendered and sacrificed Himself in order to save us. 
So, it is the spirit of wisdom that helps us to penetrate into the mystery of God’s 
intention revealed in Christ. In this way, we are enabled to surrender our all to God 
knowing that our all belongs to God alone. 
 
In our second reading St. Paul acts as a spiritual father to bring reconciliation between 
two Christian brothers Philemon and Onesimus. If St. Paul had 
not surrendered his life to Christ, he would have acted 
selfishly. He would have retained Onesimus for himself.  As 
for Paul, the grace of God is free to all, but it does not come 
easy. It demands self-control, self-sacrifice, and self-denial. 
In the spirit of sacrifice and putting God first, he returned 
Onesimus to his master in a more profound way. Paul pressed 
Philemon to go deeper into his heart, to change his 
perception of Onesimus’ status in his household which he did. 
 
Philemon dropped all his misgivings against Onesimus and treated him as a brother. If 
we make God our priority it won’t be difficult for us to treat each other in this way and 
if we do, discriminatory customs will crumble and there will no longer be any kind of 
slavery. Again, we are encouraged by St. Paul to always make some sacrifices in order 
to repair and restore relationships. There is nothing we cannot sacrifice for the sake 
of God and humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In our gospel today, Jesus invites us to make God our priority and surrender our all to 
Him. In doing so, He tells us to hate our nearest and dearest, and even ourselves. He 
does not mean literally. He means that no love in life can compare with the love we 
must bear to Him. We must love Him above all things. 
 

Folks, allegiance to Christ must be paramount if we are 
truly His disciples. The call of Jesus must be obeyed 
above other calls. St. Jerome would say, “for this order 
is needed in every affection; after God, love thy father, 
thy mother and thy children, but if a necessity should 
occur that the love of parents and children comes into 
competition with the love of God, and where both 
cannot be preserved, remember that hatred of our 
kindred becomes love of God”. As disciples, we are 

encouraged to daily carry our cross and follow Christ which means subduing our own 
will in order to do the will of God. We must be ready to give up anything in order to 
gain all. Loving God more than anything makes us good parents, children, husbands, 
wives, and priests. 
 
Beloved friends, we must be willing to suffer for Christ’s sake and price Him above 
everything and everybody in order to remain His disciples. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


