
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

EXODUS 32:7-11, 13–14, PSALM 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19,  
1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17, LUKE 15:1-32. 

 
OUR GOD IS MERCIFUL, HE EXPECTS US TO BE MERCIFUL. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, one important theme that runs 
through all the readings of this Sunday is the complete readiness of God to 
welcome and receive us all irrespective of how we have fallen and gone away 
from Him. When we make a mistake, He runs after us to bring us back 
because we all deserve mercy to be saved. 
 
In our first reading today, we see the disappointing sinful behavior of the 
people of Israel who had a covenant of love with God but failed Him. Instead 
of God executing His anger, He hears the prayer of 
Moses on behalf of his people and forgive them. 
God kept His promise: “If my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray… I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin… (2 Chronicles 7:14). Beloved friends, our 
God is merciful that does not mean that we take 
His mercy for granted. As sinners we must strive 
to be humble and ask God for mercy anytime we 
offend Him. If we are sincere, He will definitely 
forgive us. As Christians, we must always do well 
like Moses to intercede for one another instead of condemning one another. 
 
In our second reading, St. Paul makes it crystal clear that like anyone of us, 
he is a product of God’s mercy. It was the mercy of God that qualified him the 
greatest sinner to become an apostle of Christ and the church he 
blasphemed and persecuted. Here, St. Paul acknowledged the mercy of God 
shown Him and confessed ignorance of what he was doing in the past. 
Hence, like St. Paul, let us take advantage of the same saving mercy of God 
for our eternal salvation. Let us also be grateful to Him, who shows us mercy 
through Christ. We must always remember that the mission of Christ to save 
sinners is the greatest act of mercy shown to the world. 
 
 



In today’s gospel, Jesus is accused of welcoming sinners. Beloved, we play 
the part of the Scribes and the Pharisees each time we 
deal with others devoid of mercy and whenever we 
count only on wrongs of others. We must constantly 
remember that we are products of God’s mercy and 
are expected to be merciful ourselves. Through the 
actions and parables of Jesus, He teaches us about His 
mission of dispensing forgiveness and mercy to 
sinners and recovery of the lost. As a merciful Father, 
He could not blame the coin or the sheep for leaving 
the fold and getting lost; what was paramount was to 
seek out what was lost and get it back. 
 
Beloved, the story of the prodigal son speaks much of hope that is found in 
God even when we sin against Him. It speaks about the bountiful merciful 
heart of God which is not condemnation but justice with love. God is not 
human who finds reason to punish and to deny others mercy like the brother 
of the prodigal son. Like many of us, he denied his brother, he did not want 
to associate with him again because of his mistake and sin of the past even 
after he had shown signs of repentance. 

 
Folks, let us not act like the Scribes, the Pharisees 
and the elder brother of the prodigal son who hold 
on to others’ sins, rather, we should act like Moses 
interceding for sinners and like Jesus who easily 
overlooks our faults and forgives us of our grave 
sins and then welcomes us back. May we remember 
that blessed are the merciful for they shall have 
mercy shown them. May we also remember that 
the mercy of God is stronger than our sins and 

offenses and He goes beyond judgment by showing amnesty, pardon, and 
forgiveness to us if we repent and seek reconciliation. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


