
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

AMOS 6:1a, 4-7, PSALM 146:7-10, 1 TIMOTHY 6:11-16, LUKE 16:19-31.  
 

SELF SUFFICIENCY MUST NOT BLIND US TO THE NEEDS OF OTHERS. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. Today’s first reading and the gospel reminds 
us of the need to care about what happens to those around us. 
 
I know that many of us are doing well to avoid sin in order to live right with God 
and man but in doing this, we are more mindful of the sins of commission. For this 
reason, many of us do not go to confession because we feel we have done 

everything possible to avoid doing bad. But being a good 
Christian does not consist only of avoiding sinful acts. 
Rather, it mainly consists of doing good and helping others. 
Failing to do so is more serious sin, that is, the sin of 
omission. It is actually the sin of omission that can bring us 
down to eternal damnation (Matthew 25). 
 
Today in our first reading we listen to the prophet Amos as 
he speaks to those living in the area of Jerusalem about 
700 BC. He calls them “the complacent in Zion.” (Zion is 
another name for Jerusalem). The Assyrians, who lived in 
what is now northern Iraq, had already destroyed the 
northern kingdom of Israel and those in the south did not 
seem to care. The northern kingdom is called Joseph in 
today’s reading because it was originally settled by 
descendants of the patriarch Joseph. The complacent in 
Jerusalem were living pampered, comfortable lives, and 
not concerned that their own country was headed toward 
the same fate because of their social and moral depravity. 

 
Folks, all of us suffer from this same tendency: if a catastrophe does not affect us 
personally and directly, then we can easily careless and forget about it. Even 
today, with televisions and modern media, when we can see the awful things that 
happen in our world, we often find ourselves not caring much about what happens 
to others. On the other hand, if we know that something is going to affect us, then 
we begin to care passionately. 
 
 
 
 



Please, God’s love and mercy must be manifested in our care for those around us, 
especially those in need. This will enable us to avoid the sins of omission. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus tells us a story about a rich 
man and Lazarus who was a poor man. He shows 
us how easy it is to have the poor and needy 
people living right on our doorstep and yet pay no 
attention to them. They are simply inconveniences 
to us, we either pretend not to see them or 
purposely avoid them bothering us. Most times, 
we feel everyone should mind their business. I 
know, it is obvious that we cannot be involved in 
everyone’s life! But what obligations do we have if 
we know that the man next door is abusing his 
wife; or the woman next door abusing her child; or 
what of the neighbor that we know steals things; 
or the neighbor next door who is not faithful to a 
spouse? Many of us see people who live on the streets and do nothing. Many kids 
cannot acquire education, yet we pay no attention to them. Folks, what kind of 
involvement can we have, and should we have? Should we remain uninvolved?  
 
It is often said, “All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men and women 
to do nothing.” The famous philosopher and statesman, Edmund Burke said, 
“Nothing is so fatal to religion as indifference.” If the majority of us continue to 
remain silent and indifference, very soon we will altogether fall down the cliff of 
damnation. That is how vicious the sin of omission is. We must remember that 
when the rich man in today’s gospel ignored the poor man, he lost his soul. Let us 
strive to care more and save our souls. 
 
Please, let us pay attention to the word of God we hear every day and act on them. 
St. Paul reminds us in the second reading to fight a good fight of faith to win for 
yourselves the eternal life to which we are being called. This call is for all of us. 
However, we must work for it in faith showing great concern to the poor and 
needy around us if we really want to be accepted into the bosom of Abraham. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


