
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

HEBREWS 1:2-3; 2:2-4, PSALM 95:1-2, 6-9,  
2 TIMOTHY 1:6-8, 13-14,  

LUKE 17:5-10. 
 

TO HAVE FAITH IS TO BE PATIENT WITH GOD. 
 
In most parts of the world people are struggling to survive the present 
economic hardship. Folks, it is evident that when there is a social-economic 
crisis and health issues people easily lose faith in God. We also lose faith in 
God because we understand faith literally. For this reason, we are confused 
and terribly disappointed when things do not turn out as we wanted. If we 
see faith as a gracious gift from God, then, it will enable us to have a new 
version of the world. Without faith, we see only the ugly and darker side of 
life, and perhaps, still remain helpless and slaves to despair and 
hopelessness. It is faith that liberates us. A vibrant faith makes us strong, 
loving, and wise, confident that God will guard us from all harm in His time. 
 
Our first reading today addresses one of the questions that often baffles us 
as Christians; why do we continue to experience misfortune despite our faith 
and uprightness? The Prophet Habakkuk wonders: “Why do you make me see 
wrongs and look upon trouble?” In response, God says to him: “For still the 
vision awaits its time; it hastens to the end - it will not lie. If it seems slow, 
wait for it, it will surely come. It will not delay… the righteous shall live by his 
faith” (Hab. 2:2-4). 
 
This simply teaches us that faith in God is not a shield 
against tough times; it is rather a defense that keeps us 
going in tough times. Faith is remaining steadfast 
when it seems as if our prayers are falling on deaf 
ears. Faith is deciding never to give up on God no 
matter what happens. As Job was tested, we are 
faced with various forms of testing daily, but faith 
alone keeps us going. We must keep on going if we 
desire to see God someday. 
 
 
 



Beloved friends, as we can see, faith is courage in the face of danger. It is an 
unshakable and unquestionable confidence in the power of God. Paul the 
Apostle in our second reading admonished Timothy to shun the spirit of 
timidity and be bold in spirit. Certainly, the good fight of faith requires the 
confidence and boldness that comes with faith. Therefore, with faith there 
are chances to do that, which is impossible, it enables us to see possibilities 
where others see impossibilities. Authentic faith obliterates fear, doubts, 
and reservations. A proverb that boosts courage says, “They conquer, those 
who believe they can.” 
 
St. Paul further encourages us to guard by the help of the Holy Spirit that 
precious gift of faith which God entrusted to us. In all of these, our journey is 
a journey of faith that must be lived out in our actions, good deeds, 
steadfastness, perseverance, and good will towards our neighbors and God 
our creator. It is also clear that living such a life of boldness might be 
dangerous, as evidenced by Paul’s imprisonment. 

 
In today’s gospel Jesus narrates a parable to His 
listeners about faith in action. According to this 
parable, people of faith should consider service as a 
God-given privilege. Authentic faith serves with joy and 
not necessarily for rewards, appreciation, attention, 
approval, or praises to be obtained. Thus, faith is fully 
expressed in personal trust in God and entrusting 
oneself totally to the service of others. This service 
requires self-sacrifice. Jesus says a servant should not 
expect his master to thank him for doing his work. 

Therefore, we must not expect God to thank us for doing what is right; 
rather we should thank Him for giving us the strength and privilege to do, 
that which is good. 
 
Beloved friends, God has already chosen us to be His servants, and given us 
all the faith we need to live our lives as we should. Let us, therefore, strive to 
be faithful and worthy servants of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


