
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

2 KINGS 5:14-17, PSALM 98:1-3, 3-4,  
2 TIMOTHY 2:8-13, LUKE 17:11-19. 

 
GRATITUDE TO GOD. 

 
It was Shakespeare’s king Lear who said in the day of his tragedy: “How sharper 
than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless child.” 
 
As Christians, most often we spend much time recounting our woes and 
disappointments to the extent that we hardly recognize or appreciate the 
Goodness of God in our lives. So, this Sunday, the Church invites us to take a 
moment and reflect over the course of our life whether we will find no reason (s) to 
return gratitude to God for all He has done and continues to do in our lives. 
 
Let us think about our life, health, our sight and hearing, our friends and family, 
our daily bread, our job, our country, and our freedom, all the conveniences we 
enjoy in our modern world, and we could go on and on. We 
may be saying to ourselves, but I work for all I have. That 
may be true, but where do we get the strength, the energy, 
the opportunity, the education, the motivation, and all 
other things that enable us in the past, to work? 
 
Folks, we must quickly remember that gratitude is a sign of 
a good heart which, while it enjoys the gifts, is never 
forgetful of the giver of gifts. Let us not forget God. 
 
In today’s first reading, the story of Naaman the leper is a typical example of how 
we should express our profound gratitude to God. And the need to always show 
appreciation to those who have been good to us sacrificing their time, talent, and 
treasure for our lives. This reading also enables us to understand that God does 
not come to our help because of what He will receive from us. He says: “All the 
silver and gold in the whole world are mine” (Haggai 2:8-9). He comes to our help so 
that we can feel His saving power in us and if possible, express our gratitude to 
Him. Like Naaman, when we express our sincere gratitude to God, He blesses us 
with faith in Him that will enable us to serve Him faithfully all our life. 
 
 
 
 
 



In today’s gospel, Jesus reminds us of the importance of gratitude to God for 
favors we have received from Him. In this reading, 
Jesus encounters ten lepers. They had a 
contagious, disfiguring and eventually fatal 
disease for which there was no medical cure. 
They asked Jesus to have pity on them and so He 
stepped in and healed them. Not only did He make 
a difference in their lives, but He also literally 
gave them their life back, restored them to their 
families and to society from whom they had been 
quarantined.  
 
Yet only one of them came back to thank Jesus. 
I’m sure the other nine felt grateful, but he was the only one who came back to 
express that gratitude with the words… “thank you”. These words ‘thank you’ 
further merited him salvation which goes beyond and above healing. He was made 
whole, in body and soul, for that time as well as for eternity because he was saved 
indeed (Luke 17:19). 
 
Beloved friends, what kind of attitude do we bring to our worship? Do we come to 
Mass with the same gratitude for the difference that Jesus has made in our lives? 
Or do we just take Jesus’ presence in our lives for granted like the nine? In light of 
this, we must strive to approach the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist every day. It 
is a sacrament of gratitude or thanksgiving to God. It is one whole sacrifice 
through which we, the Church give thanks to God when we gather as one big and 
united family in His presence. 
 
The truth is that there is no amount of money or material thing that would be 
enough to pay God for His goodness to us. So, the decision to attend Mass or to 
show gratitude to God in any form must flow from our hearts and from a pure 
conscience. 
 
May we remember that all we have is a given and consequence of God’s mercy and 
so realize how needful it is to return thanks to Him. 
 

 
PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


