
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
XODUS 17:8-13, PSALM 121:1-8,  

2 TIMOTHY 3:14-4:2, LUKE 18:1-8. 
 

PERSIST IN PRAYER. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, prayer comes easily in times of need. 
But how often do we breathe in the silence and communicate with God - to 
hear His word, to know His will, to find true peace? 
 
We all get weary sometimes. So often we face frustration, discouragement, 
and temptation to despair over what we can’t change in our lives, or in the 
world. Many of us would even give up after a little attempt to achieve a 
noble venture. Some would begin to count how many places they applied for 
a job and would not be called even for an interview at all. Some would 
recount how many doctors and hospitals they have visited but find no cure 
for their sickness. Some would even recall how many times they have prayed 
for their kids to be better people and their relationship 
to be good but find no positive answer from God. 
 
Today’s readings give us resources to persist in 
sustaining hope and trust in God as we lift up our hearts 
and hands in prayer. The first reading from Exodus 
shows us that when our arms get weary, we are not 
alone, that God provides us companions to sustain us. I 
would encourage us to have prayer partners who would 
continue to pray for us at all times even when we are 
reluctant to pray. 
 
Folks, most of us tend to drop our hands when our prayers are granted, we 
stop praying and coming to church, we sink into immorality, we throw 
caution to the wind, and this is when the Amalekites in our lives begin to pick 
up strength again. When the Israelites discovered what was happening, they 
had to support Moses’ hands permanently for the rest of the day. Prayer ���� 
demands persistence that is accompanied with action, but it also requires 
consistency. Never stop praying! We must remember that as much as the 
solution to our daily struggles and quest have both a spiritual and physical 
dimension (as Moses lifted his hands in prayer while Joshua put in his best at 
the war front, we too must lift our eyes up to God in same prayer, and do our 
best), our victory in life depends much on God. 



 
In our second reading today, St. Paul reminds us of the importance of the 

Scriptures in our Christian journey of faith. As an inspired Word 
of God, the scriptures must be the guiding principles of our 

daily life and action and of course, our prayer life. Hence, if 
we must remain faithful to God in prayer, then, we must also 
learn to meditate on His word. We must pray with His Word, 
and let it illumine our minds. This is because, through 

constant and prayerful study of the scripture, we find the 
much-needed faith to persevere in prayer ����. 

 
In today’s gospel, Jesus further teaches us to be consistent and persevere in 
prayer ���� at all times. Of course, Jesus having been a man of 
prayer Himself, He knew how important prayer was for His 
disciples. It will be the key to their success in their mission.  
 
The same goes for all of us Christians. If we must really have 
any success in our respective vocation and mission, we must 
make prayer the foundation of our Christian life. It is an 
indispensable tool that every Christian need for success. The 
prayer �� in question here is that which never gives up, and 
that which draws strength from the word of God (Lectio 
Divina). 
 
Pray as if it all depends on God and work as if it all depends on you. Also, 
learn to accept ‘no’ for an answer as to rightly get up again and move on 
courageously. 
 

Prayer ���� is the key � to unlock the challenges of life. Use it well. 
 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


