
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
(WORLD MISSION SUNDAY) 

SIRACH 35:12-14, 16-18, PSALM 34:2-3, 17-19, 23,  
2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8, 16-18, LUKE 18:9-14. 

 
IN PRAYER, WE TURN TO GOD WITH HUMILITY. 

 
Humility is the recognition that no matter what our accomplishments, we 
still stand in need of the Lord. So, St. Josemaria Escriva says, “Prayer is the 

humility of the man who acknowledges his 
profound wretchedness and the greatness of 
God. For this reason, we all accept that one of 
the virtues that God holds to the highest esteem 
is the virtue of humility without which we 
cannot make heaven. 
 
The humble heart has the freest access to his or 
her creator. This is why the First Reading from 

Sirach affirms the fecundity of the prayer ���� of the humble heart, “the 
prayer of the humble pierces the clouds…and the Lord will not delay.” 
 
In our second reading, St. Paul makes it crystal clear that his humble prayer 
was held by God even when everyone deserted him. He was still very sure 
that God will continue to answer his humble prayer and bring him safe to His 
heavenly kingdom. Now we understand that God listens to everyone, rich 
and poor alike. He knows no favorite but hears and answers those who admit 
their need for His mercy and redemption. 
 
Beloved friends, the readings of today give us a hint of the kind of prayer 
that is acceptable to God and also of how this 
kind of prayer is made. It also gives us another 
hint of the kind of prayer that will never be 
acceptable to God. 
 
Folks, a humble heart’s prayer acknowledges the 
supremacy of God and the healing effect of His 
mercy over our inadequacies and efforts. This 
was the prayer made by the Tax collector in today’s gospel. The Pharisee 
asserts the supremacy of his efforts and power over God’s grace! 
 



 
So, what was the problem with the prayer of the Pharisee? He was not 
wrong in thanking God for all the good he was able to do or for counting the 
many religious obligations he observed. However, he was wrong for 
condemning his neighbor the Tax Collector, he was wrong for making prayer 
a bragging exercise. He was wrong for canonizing himself as a living saint 
and laughing at the spiritual credentials of those whom he considered 

spiritually inferior. 
 
Jesus outrightly condemns pride, self-righteousness, and 
holier-than attitude. Like the Pharisee if we go to church 
or wherever we find ourselves praying but fail to show 
any sign that we need God’s help, our prayers will never 
be accepted. It is clear that when the Tax Collector prayed, 
he did so with a deep awareness of his limitations and so 

asked for God’s mercy. And in the end, God’s wide smile came to rest on the 
Tax Collector. For this reason, Jesus said, ‘All who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humbled themselves will be exactly.” (Luke 18:14). 
 
May God bless you with a humble heart and may your prayers pierce the 
clouds to the throne of grace and favors. 
 

 
 

 PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


