
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
2 MACCABEES 7:1-2, 9-14, PSALM 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15, 

THESSALONIANS 2:16—3:5, LUKE 20:27-38. 
 

LIFE IS INDEED STRONGER THAN DEATH ITSELF. 
 
As we get closer to the end of the liturgical Year C the Church’s liturgy shifts 
our attention to eschatological issues. Eschatology is the branch of theology 
that focuses on the last four things: death, judgment, heaven, and hell. The 
hallmark of Christian eschatology is the belief in the life after death or the 
belief in the resurrection of the dead. Our church’s creed concludes with the 
profession of faith in the resurrection of the dead and life of the world to 
come. 
 
Folks, from time immemorial to this day we have had people who disbelieved 
the doctrine of the resurrection. They do everything within their power to 
make us believe that life is all about here and now. As for us Christians, if we 
believe in the resurrection, let it reflect itself in the life we live. Let us not see 
the present world as the be-all and the end-all. 
 
The faith in the resurrection reflected in the life of the 
seven brothers in our first reading of today is a good 
example for us to hold onto. The seven brothers 
preferred to die rather than contravene the law of 
God. They were convinced that it is better to die than 
to disobey God, because their death will not be the 
end. They trusted God and believed in the resurrection 
as one of them makes it clear: “Ours is the better 
choice, to meet death at men’s hands, yet relying on 
God’s promise that we shall be raised up by Him; 
whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no life.” 
 
These brothers have something to teach us. In our 
world today, the commandments of God have become 
a foregone alternative. We may not openly speak against the doctrine of the 
resurrection, but our actions clearly show that what matters is gaining 
earthly popularity and prosperity. We readily say “no” to God in order to 
follow the demands of the world. The brothers challenge us to stand firm on 
our faith even when it has become unpopular and even dangerous to do so. 
 



In today’s gospel, Jesus Christ clears the confusion of the Sadducees about 
this truth of our faith in the resurrection. Jesus invites us to faith in a God of 
the living. His answer to the Sadducees has two parts. In the first one, Jesus 
makes it clear that marriage institution has no reason to be in the other life: 

“those who are considered worthy of the world to 
come and of the resurrection from the dead, there 
is no more marriage” (Luke 20:35). What does 
persist and reaches its maximum fullness is 
whatever we have sowed in this world as far as 
authentic love ���, friendship, fraternity, Justice, 
and truth…are concerned. 
 
The second part of the answer leaves two 
certitudes with us: “For He is God of the living and 
not of the dead” (Luke 20:38). To trust in this God 
means to realize we are meant to be alive. And 
being alive consists of being with Him in all that we 
do, realizing that after this life, there will be 
another fellowship in heaven. So, we are now faced 
with the challenge to live like people who do not 
see the world as everything. Hence, St. Paul 

reminds us that: “If our hope in Christ is only for this life, then we deserve 
more pity than anyone else” (1 Corinthians 15:19). 
 
While we make the world a comfortable place to live, let us also prepare for a 
more comfortable existence after our present life by the way we live. St. 
Paul prays for us in the second reading asking God who has loved us and 
given us everlasting encouragement and hope through His grace, to 
encourage our hearts and strengthen them in every good deed and word. 
 
Today, we are reminded that one day our present life will end. Let us prepare 
for a better and happier existence. 

 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


