
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
MALACHI 3:19-20a, PSALM 98:5-9,  

2 THESSALONIANS 3:7-12, LUKE 21:5-19.  
 

AS WE AWAIT THE DAY, LET US CONSCIOUSLY FULFILL OUR CHRISTIAN 
OBLIGATIONS. 

 
When we come to Mass, we like to hear about God’s love and care for us. We 
hear that in today’s readings, but we also hear a lot of doom and gloom. We 
hear about natural disasters as well as suffering that humans inflict on one 
another. If you are thinking to yourself, “we get enough of that in news 
without having to come to Church to hear about it,” just stick with me; God’s 
word is always a support to our faith, hope, and love. 
 
In our first reading today, we hear from the prophet Malachi who lived about 
470 years before Christ. Many Jews at that time were apathetic about their 

religious duties and about keeping the Commandments. He 
warns his listeners that the day of reward and punishment 
is coming. He uses fire �� as a symbol to represent both the 
reward and the punishment. It will be scorching heat for 
those who have not followed God’s ways and will bring 
warmth and healing to those who have been faithful and 
endured to the end. This reading simply serves as an 
encouragement to us in order to continue patiently in good 

works, so there will be no need for fear. 
 
In our second reading, St. Paul encouraged us to keep working hard. This is in 
order to earn both our earthly and heavenly living. Sadly, many Christians no 
longer appreciate hard work. Instead, we perpetually depend on others 
directly or indirectly. In order to make fast and cheap money some engage in 
all sorts of evil like drugs, armed robbery, kidnapping, fraud, prostitution and 
even “corporate begging.” This is what St. Paul means by: “Now we hear that 
some of you are living in idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering 
with anyone else’s.” Know that a lazy Christian yields easily to all sorts of 
vice that would rather take us to the doom we seen to be afraid of as 
mentioned in the scriptures. 
 
 
 



Our gospel began with a discussion about one of the 
most outstanding and beautiful buildings ever built, 
God’s Temple in Jerusalem. Looking at this building, 
Jesus brought a healthy dose of reality to His hearers 
when He prophesied that this beautiful Temple would 
be totally destroyed in a very short time - which is 
what happened seven years after completion around 
70 AD. Christ also spoke of the imminent hardships and 
persecution before, during and after this time. We have 
seen a lot of these already. 
 
Yet, despite all these doom and gloom, Jesus promises He will always be with 
us. Not a hair on our head will perish. He also concludes with these words of 
encouragement: “Your endurance will win you your lives.” Hence, the Lord 
encourages us to persevere in righteousness, and endure difficult moments. 
For our faith will be tested in so many ways throughout our lives. According 

to Gautama Siddhartha, (563-483 B.C): “Endurance is one 
of the most difficult disciplines, but final victory comes to 
the one who endures.” Therefore, let us endure until we 
triumph over all forces of this world. 
 
Folks, this is another beautiful reminder from today’s 
gospel, that nothing of this world will last forever no 
matter how precious they are to us. The only thing that 

will endure is our soul and faith in Christ. So, it is not the sign in the future 
we need to look for in order to start living as Jesus teaches us, it is the voice 
of Jesus in the present that calls us to live a good and happy Christian life 
following His example. 
 
Instead of been worried and anxious every day about the future - the end 
time or the end of our life, let us courageously and confidently follow our 
Lord and God Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life so that we too 
will be saved just as Jesus has promised in today’s gospel. “By your 
perseverance you can save your lives.” 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


