
HOMILY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A. 
 

ISAIAH 2:1-5, PSALM 122:1-9,  
ROMANS 13:11-14, MATTHEW 24:37-44. 

 
LET US LIVE HONORABLY AS WE AWAIT HIS RETURN. 

 
Beloved friends in Christ, Advent is a term derived from the Latin ‘Adventus’ 
which means coming. This season has it main focus as the preparation for 
the two comings of Christ; firstly His coming at the end of time “in glory to 
judge the living and the dead” (from the first Sunday of Advent to the 16th of 
December) and secondly the first coming of Christ over two thousand years 
ago in the town of Bethlehem in Judaea which will be commemorated at 

Christmas; “for us men and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven and by the Holy Spirit, was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man.” 
 
So, Advent season is a season of expectation, 
preparation, penance, and most importantly of hope 
which is seen in the color purple/violet worn 
throughout this season. 
 
Folks, the promise of Advent is the promise of a candle 
in a dark room - of the dawn breaking over the horizon. 
It is the promise that the darkness cannot stand in the 
presence of light. So, in this holy season, we must be 

watchers, searching for Christ’s light, eagerly awaiting the dawn. 
 
The readings of today lift our minds and heart in expectation towards the 
One who will “come again to judge the living and the dead” and at the same 
time charge us to prepare always to welcome Him in a worthy manner. This 
admonition is very important in order to stand against all who purport, in 
different forms and manners, to know the exact date the world will end. 
Jesus himself made it crystal clear in the Gospel Reading of today (Matthew 
24:37-44), “stay awake, because you do not know the day when your Master 
is coming.” Staying awake means to be ever ready, never succumbing to the 
promptings of the devil ��� the prince of darkness; always prepare to meet 
the Lord Jesus. The mission of the devil is to transform us into opaque 
objects. 
 



On the other hand, God is light, and He comes to make us luminous and 
transparent. The graces of God, emanating from light Himself never flourish 
in opaque vessels. Hence, the Season of Advent is always an invitation to 
transparency; pitching of our tents in the light 
for in the words of St. Paul in our second 
reading, “the night is almost over, it will be 
daylight soon, let us give up all the things we 
prefer to do under cover of dark; let us arm 
ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live 
decently as people do in the daytime.”  
 
This invitation to be illuminated and be 
transparent is very basic because the One we 
are expecting is the Light and in Him there is no 
darkness and surely darkness has nothing to do 
with the light. It is this Light that establishes 
the House of God and makes it the light of the 
world, and the rays of this Light fills the heart 
of all those invited to His House with joy. It is this same Light that transforms 
all those who belong to His Household of the Light into agent of light. Hence, 
at the end, those who will live with Him forever are those who follow the 
path of light; “O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord” 
(Isaiah 2:1-5). 
 
I encourage us this Advent season, amidst the jingles and the bright shining 
lights, to be faithful and luminous followers of Christ and fruitful in works of 
charity as we wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


