
HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A. 
 

ISAIAH 11:1-10, PSALM 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17,  
ROMANS 15:4-9, MATTHEW 3:1-12. 

 
PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT AS EVIDENCE OF YOUR REPENTANCE. 

 
In the waters of baptism, we have been claimed for Christ. As we gather on 
this Second Sunday of Advent, we recall and celebrate our rebirth in grace 
and our mission to prepare the way for the Lord. This preparation must be 
seen in the fruit we produce as true evidence of our repentance. We must be 
God’s agents in the elimination of evil from our world. 
 
In today’s first reading, Prophet Isaiah presents his 
grand vision of the Kingdom of God. In this peaceable 
kingdom the poor will be judged with justice and 
violence will end. Wild animals will coexist peacefully 
with domestic animals. The lion will lay down with 
the lamb. Humanly speaking, when the lion lays down 
with the lamb, the lamb doesn’t get much sleep. 
Though Isaiah’s peaceful kingdom is very different 
from the world in which we live. In our world the poor 
are often judged unjustly, and violence erupts in the 
wars of many nations, in our streets, and sometimes 
in our homes. 
 
The difference between Isaiah’s words and our experience can lead us to 
dismiss Isaiah’s vision as pious dreaming. But that would be to 
misunderstand its purpose. Isaiah describes a perfect world in order to 
reveal what God intends. Isaiah wants us to remember that our God is a God 
who is eternally opposed to all that is unjust, violent, or evil. Our God wants 
to change things, and God calls us to participate in the elimination of evil 
from our world. If we welcome Christ sincerely this season, this will not 
sound utopian as many think it does. Our world would be a place where we 
do not have to live in fear of one another, and where the strong will no 
longer oppress the weak. 
 
 
 
 



Beloved friends in Christ, one of the surest ways to eliminate evil in our 
world and to strive to coexist as God’s children is to hold onto the scriptures 
and do exactly as it teaches. St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that: 
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. It is this same hope that will sustain us and help us to live in 
harmony with one another this season and always. What a dream that would 
be! At present we cannot even speak with one another very well. How 
different our world would be if we could think in harmony with one another! 
Folks, this hope must lead us and keep us united in faith, prayer, and love 
until what is written in the scriptures are fulfilled at the end of time. 

 
We must be able to hear the voice of John the Baptist 
very strongly on this day. “You brood of vipers!” Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce 
good fruit as evidence of your repentance. This 
message underscores the importance of this season. 
It is a time of not just material preparation. Rather, it 
is a time of retreat, a time of deep reflection on the 
mystery that God is about to reveal to the world. It is 
a time of cleaning up and leveling the rough edges of 
our lives with the hope of receiving our Lord in a 
wonderful state of mind and body. 

 
So, John calls us brood of vipers to challenge us. We don’t need to argue or 
point a finger at anyone else. For we have not been able to think in harmony, 
we have not been able to work together to help one another, we have not 
found ways in which we willingly give up some of what we have so that 
others can have a bit more than at present. John the Baptist is clear that our 
prayers and our running to God will do us no good at all unless we produce 
the fruits of our repentance. Those fruits are peace and harmony and 
seeking the good of others above our own good. 
 
Folks, Advent challenges us to seek the Savior. Jesus can save us from 
ourselves but only if we follow Him and love all others and spend our lives 
doing good for them. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


