
HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A. 
 

ISAIAH 35:1-6a, 10, PSALM 146:6-10,  
JAMES 5:7-10, MATTHEW 11:2-11. 

 
PATIENTLY, YET JOYFULLY, WE AWAIT THE FULFILLMENT OF THIS ADVENT. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. Today is Gaudete Sunday. Everything 
about this liturgy from the readings to the vestments to the candle we lit 
calls us to rejoice for the Lord is near. That is what Gaudete means. It is a 
word that calls us to rejoice. We rejoice that the Lord will appear at the end 
of days, and we rejoice that Jesus’ birthday is near. Most importantly, we 
rejoice because of the signs associated with the coming of the 
Messiah. 
 
Today’s gospel tells of the signs that are associated with 
the coming of the  savior of humanity. The disciples of 
John the Baptist were told to report back to their master 
that the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life 
and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor. 
 
This answer from Jesus was prompted by the doubts of John the Baptist. 

Herod had thrown John into prison and kept the threat of 
execution hanging over him. Sitting in that cell, John began 
to wonder if he had labored in vain. This is a clear 
indication that Jesus’ ministry did not fit John’s idea of 
what God’s kingdom should look like. Unlike John, Jesus 
wasn’t a fire-and-brimstone preacher. He seemed more 
concerned with healing the sick people than overthrowing 
Herod. Good enough, the words of Jesus Christ to the 
disciples of John the Baptist re-echo the prophesy of 

Isaiah featured in today’s first reading (Isaiah 35:6). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Folks, our joy lies in the experience of wholeness that Christmas brings. Like 
John, those who doubt the prophecy of Isaiah and the deprived of our 
communities will express similar joy if our generosity is extended to them 

this Christmas. The birth of our savior in our hearts will 
motivate actions that will bring joy to the hearts of our 
neighbors. The miraculous joy of Christmas is founded on 
God’s generosity. God gave His only Son Jesus Christ to be 
born for our salvation. Jesus in turn brings to us a great 
ministry of healing the sick, raising the dead and bringing 
the good news to the poor. On our part, if we allow our 
generosity to be motivated by the birth of the messiah in 
our hearts, we will be able to bring joy to the hearts of 
those who doubt, the lonely, abandoned, the poor, 
homeless, the sad and confused. 
 

Beloved, we like John the Baptist, are blessed, and included in the kingdom 
of heaven, not because of what we do but what Jesus does for us. So let us 
heed the words of St. James in our second reading, let us wait patiently for 
the Lord without complaining about one another. Let us do our best to bring 
Jesus to one another by our generosity. 
 

 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  
 


