
HOMILY FOR PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD. 
 

ISAIAH 50:4-7, PSALM 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24,  
PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11, LUKE 22:14—23:56. 

  
STAY CLOSE TO JESUS, TRUSTING GOD, 

 YOU WILL MAKE IT INTO THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. 
 
As we begin Holy Week, we have to remember that only you and I can make this week 
holy. If we treat this week as any ordinary week, without making some room in our 
schedules for reflection and prayer, it will be holy in name only. Here at St. Rose of Lima 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe parishes, we will try to make this week holy by offering 
prayerful liturgies. I urge you all to participate fully without failure.  
 
Folks, today we celebrate the triumphant entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem, the climax of His earthly ministry.  
 
Why the entry into Jerusalem? In the whole of the scripture, 
Jerusalem is pictured as a paradoxical center stage of Jewish 
life. This is because Jerusalem is regarded as the city of God 
(literally city of righteousness). Jewish worship and religious 
rituals revolve around Jerusalem. This not withstanding, it 
was not a place of favor for prophets of Israel because 
majority of them met their martyrdom therein. As we can 
see in today’s gospel, Jesus’ case was not different. He knew 
that Jerusalem was a point of no return for prophets, yet He 
was determined to go there in order to fulfill His mission as 
the scripture has foretold and as He has predicted: 
“Nevertheless, I must journey on today and tomorrow and the 
next day; for it cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of Jerusalem (Luke 13:33).  
 
Jesus’ determination to enter Jerusalem and face death without resistance was foretold 
in the first reading in the prophecy of Isaiah which read: “I gave my back to those who 
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insults and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6). This same passage also describes the Messiah as one 
who did not turn His back or relented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Luke, in our passion narrative today refers to Jesus as setting His face towards 
Jerusalem to complete His primary assignment - the salvation of man - in spite of 
distractions from the crowd, the authorities, (Caiaphas, Pilate and Herod, and His own 
close friends - the Apostles. Beloved brothers and sisters, we all have our goals divinely 
set by God for us to accomplish on earth which are strongly connected with our final goal, 
the entrance into our new and heavenly Jerusalem. Though, there are so many 

distractions, trials, tribulations, painful roads, true 
enemies, and false friends that we have to wrestle 
with before we could reach our goal.  
 
Folks, without being strong and firm like Jesus 
Christ we may fall on the roadside and remain 
there. We must remember that there has been no 
one who would claim to have successfully arrived 
who has not fallen severally. We must note that to 
fall is heroic, but to remain on the ground is 
cowardice. As we fall, we must not be afraid of 
rising for our Lord’s hands are always ready to lift 
us up again if we are willing to continue our journey 
to save our souls.  
 

St. Paul makes it crystal clear in our second reading 
that if we wish to be successful on this journey then we must be humble and do nothing 
out of selfish interest.  
 
Friends, He who has learned to win victory through suffering will not abandon us in times 
of suffering as the prophet declares in the first reading: “…and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame (Isaiah 50:7). 
 
May the Lord Jesus Christ help us to overcome the distractions on our way and faithfully 
reach our heavenly destination.  
 

WISH YOU ALL A VERY FRUITFUL HOLY WEEK. 
 


