
HOMILY FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY, YEAR C. 
 

ACTS 2:1-11, PSALM 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34, 1 
 CORINTHIANS 12:3b-7, 12-13, JOHN 14:15-16, 23b-26. 

 
WE ARE GIVEN THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO ENABLE US BEAR GOOD FRUITS 

THAT WILL LAST. 
 
Today is Pentecost Sunday, a special feast of the Church. This feast celebrates the 
completion of Jesus’ saving work with His sending of the Holy Spirit on His 
disciples. This happened fifty days after the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It 
is a celebration of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It marks the beginning of the new 
covenant, and the birth of the public life of the Church.  
 
Folks, we ought to remember that Pentecost was an 
ancient Agricultural Jewish festival that was so 
important that it draws a lot of people all over. Jews 
were mandated to celebrate this festival in Jerusalem. 
So, all Jews were required to be in attendance whether 
those from within or in diaspora. This feast was called 
the Harvest Festival which was an annual event (cf Ex. 
23:16, Lev. 23:15-22, Deut. 16:9-12). The book of Exodus 
commands the Israelites to celebrate it, while the book 
of Leviticus and Deuteronomy spelt out how and when it 
should be celebrated.  
 
For the Holy Spirit to descend on the Disciples on 
Pentecost day was something very significant giving it a new meaning and making 
it a New Testament celebration. It was the beginning and flagging off of the 
gatherings of the Disciples of Christ-the new Church. It marks the empowerment 
of the new people of God sending them on mission. Since it was the harvest 
festival, it could mean the prefiguring of the day the Holy Spirit would harvest the 
good fruits of the people of God who heeded the teachings of Christ the Son of 
God.  
 
Our first reading today relates the event of the coming of the Holy Spirit as a great 
manifestation of God’s power. The speaking in different tongues on Pentecost day 
was a great miracle because the disciples were fully understood. It was a clear 
manifestation of the mission of the universal Church. It was a call for the church to 
be a sign of human unity. This is irrespective of race, color, or language. If the Holy 
Spirit dwells in us, we will remain United.  
 



In our second reading, Paul reminds us of the fact that, by virtue of our “Pentecost 
experience” today, an indelible mark has been placed upon us. Hence, we have 
been blessed with different gifts and specially configured for God’s mission. 

Through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us 
all, we have truly and fully become God’s children. 
We cannot afford to anger Him who dwells in us.  
 
Today’s gospel reminds us of the principal roles of 
the Holy Spirit. This includes: advocating, 
teaching, and reminding us of the things we ought 
to know. For the Holy Spirit to effectively work 
through us, we must be ready to cooperate with 
Him. Folks, by virtue of today’s feast, we are all 
reminded lest we have forgotten, we are all 
custodians of God’s gifts and can only use it well 
when we cooperate with Him in obedience to His 

will. The reception of the Holy Spirit sends each one of us on mission to the whole 
world to convert the world for God. It empowers us with the divine duty of 
forgiving people their sins. It enables us to make the world a beautiful place to live. 
When the Holy Spirit is not at work in us, hatred, division, and dissension takes over 
the affairs of humanity and chaos becomes the doom of creation. This is why many 
nations today find themselves in wars, kidnapping, inhumanity to others, racism 
and selective Justice, corrupt politicians, insincerity and all manners of evil against 
powerless citizens by a few wicked and spirit-less fellows.  
Beloved, let us learn to live by the Spirit. Let us remove pride and allow the Spirit to 
inaugurate the reign of God in our lives, so, He can enable us to bear good fruits 
that will last (Galatians 5:22) and help us to make our world a better place.  
 
Happy birthday to the universal Church and to all the faithful of God.  
 

 
 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


