
HOMILY FOR THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 30:10-14, PSALM 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37, 
COLOSSIANS 1:15-20, LUKE 10:25-37. 

 
WE ARE ALL CALLED TO BE TRUE NEIGHBORS.  

 
 
On this Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary time, the Church invites us to be true 
neighbors (Good Samaritan) to our brothers and sisters. 
 
Folks, in a world filled with wickedness and insincerity, how are we expected 
to be true neighbors? 
 
In today’s gospel Jesus presents to us a parable that answers this question. 
Interestingly, the Samaritan that attended to the man that was attacked 
does not know him. The road on which he was attending to the man was a 
risky one. He was just meeting him for the first time, going by the parable 
and also taking into consideration the relationship between the chosen 
people of Israel and the Samaritans which was not cordial, one begins to 
wonder about the motive of his action. 
 
Here Jesus expands the understanding of 
“neighbor” to include those we might consider 
strangers or even enemies. So, if we must be true 
neighbors, then, we must strive to be selfless and 
sacrificial in our relationship with one another. We 
must be able to transcend the boundaries that are 
created based on ethnicity, ideology, religion, race, 
and color. What should drive all of us at all times is 
the fact that we are children of God. The 
boundaries should be removed and not be allowed to guide our lives and 
relationships with other people. The boundaries that are created as a result 
of self-interests should not be found in our lives. We must strive never to 
limit ourselves by the dictates of the world. This may sound weird for many 
who are living in crisis areas. It might be difficult for them to put into 
practice this most beautiful and challenging commandment. But putting it to 
practice makes us true Christians. 
 



In the first reading, we hear Moses stressing the importance of this 
commandment in one of the final speeches of his life. The law of the Lord, 
the greatest commandment of love is not something mysterious or remote. 
Indeed, it is very near to us. If we truly seek God and love Him, we must go 
ahead and be true neighbors not really minding the boundaries that puts us 
apart. We already have this commandment in our mouths and in our hearts; 
“you have only to carry it out.” 
 
Beloved friends in Christ, we are encouraged on this day to strive to be good 
neighbors. To put into practice the word of God that will make us true 
representatives and ambassadors of Christ wherever we find ourselves. We 

must extend ourselves to the many people in the 
world today who are hurting and in need of help. This 
can be very challenging but remembering what the 
Lord has done for us can move us to become more 
generous and compassionate, just like the Good 
Samaritan in today’s gospel. 
 
 If truly our lives are guided by God’s love and as St. 
Paul puts it in today’s second reading, if we believe 
that “all things were created through Him and for 
Him”, then, we must always be determined to offer 

help to others to the best of our ability knowing that our actions will make 
our society a better place. 
 
LORD HELP US TO BE TRUE NEIGHBORS, MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE AS 
YOU ARE TO US. 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


