
HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C. 
ACTS 14:21-27, PSALM 145:8-13,  

REVELATION 21:1-5a, JOHN 13:31-33a, 34-35. 
 

JESUS COMMANDS US TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 
 
Folks, our faithfulness, and attentiveness to right and wrong, to holiness, 
and to the practice of faith is important as we journey to eternity. But more 
importantly, our love for one another leads us to the path of heaven. Yet we 
live in a complex world where good and evil are being mixed and mingled 
together. We often feel tempted to look at our world as our misfortune, as a 
piece of bad news where love is not possible. 
 
Friends, it is very possible to love in this world filled with darkness and evil. 
We are products of love and many of our brothers and sisters have loved 
even their enemies in this world where some of us think is not possible to 
love. To love is to truly live! Though, it is not easy to love in 
this world, the love we are called to practice entails sacrifice 
on our part, just as God willingly sacrificed His own Son for 
us. We are given the mandate to love as He loves. 
 
In our first reading today, we read that two of the apostles, 
Paul, and Barnabas, returned to Antioch to strengthen the 
believers and encourage them to persevere in faith. We 
must recall that the apostles were persecuted and expelled 
from this city, yet they were ready and willing to forgo 
personal comfort and undergo indescribable sacrifice for 
the sake of the gospel. Thus, “it is necessary for us to undergo many 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” Their love for the Lord and the 
believers totally erases all selfish and worldly desires. 
 
Like Paul and Barnabas, when we discover the true meaning of love, nothing 
counts, all that matters is the glory of God and the genuine interest for the 
welfare of others, even those whom we may find no attraction towards. In 
his letter to the Romans (8:35, 37) St. Paul emphasizes the apostles’ 
commitment and faithfulness to Christ. He says, “can anything cut us from 
the love of Christ - hardship, distress, persecution, lack of food, clothing, 
threats, or violence… No, in all these things we have complete victory 
through Him who loved us.” 
 



In our second, St. John described his vision of the new heaven 
and the new earth. Folks, this is what should always inspire 
every follower of Christ to remain faithful to Him at all times, 
regardless of the many trials and sufferings that we encounter 
in this world. Everything is passing away. There is a new heaven 
and a new earth. This means a new creation which will last 
forever, a life of endless fellowship with God, an end to all 
sorrow and finding unbounded joy in God’s presence. Because 
of this, St. Pau concluded that the suffering of the present life 
is nothing compared to the glory that awaits God’s faithful 
children. 
 

In the meantime, we are called to carry on Christ’s messianic love. We must 
show to those entrusted to us by God, that is, everyone with whom we live 
and meet, a love extended to the sacrifice of our own good and life. 
 
In today’s gospel we hear Jesus’ commandment. He commands us, first, to 
love one another as He loves us”, and second “to love in such a way that 
others are able to identify or recognize that we are His disciples. How can we 
in our everyday live love others as Jesus loves? We must show compassion 
for the sick, care for the poor, feed the hungry, show kindness to sinners, 
comfort the afflicted, forgive those who are cruel to us. In this way, we can 
love others really like Jesus loves. 
 
Finally, we must place others above ourselves and daily empty ourselves and 
emulate the one who did so unconditionally, wholesomely, and successfully. 
We may not always be successful, but we will not stop striving to be like 
Christ as we continue to rededicate our life to Christ by truly repenting for 
our sins and honesty making sacrifices in reparation for them. 
 
May the Lord enlighten our minds and hearts to be on fire for the love of 
others today and always. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


