
HOMILY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C. 
 

ACT 13:14, 43-52, PSALM 100:1-2, 3, 5,  
REVELATION 7:9, 14b-17, JOHN 10:27-30. 

 
CHRIST OUR GOOD SHEPHERD KNOWS, LOVES AND GIVES US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 
Today is the fourth Sunday of Easter in which traditionally we celebrate the 
feast of Christ the Good Shepherd who knows and loves each one of us. To 

prove His love for us, He willingly laid down His life for us 
His flock and He is willing to lead all who listen and obey 
Him to Eternal life. 
 
 On this day we also celebrate World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations (Vocation Sunday), a day in which prayers are 
offered specially for ordained ministers and 

concentrated religious bearing in mind the Lord’s instruction to, “Pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest” (Mt. 9:38; Lk 10:2.). 
 
Folks, the image of a Good Shepherd implies someone who gives loving, 
caring and compassionate leadership. Speaking of Jesus as our shepherd 
goes beyond just leadership, His presence in our 
lives reminds us of the intimacy and friendship 
between Jesus and us. His presence in our lives is to 
enable Him to answer our most profound human 
longings and intense spiritual needs. ‘Eternal life’ is 
the Good Shepherd’s most beautiful gift to 
humanity. We are heartened by the declaration, “I 
give them eternal life.” 
 
Beloved friends, the Shepherd’s gift of eternal life demands a positive 
response from us the recipients. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me.” The interpersonal ‘knowledge’ that exists 
between Jesus and us necessitates receptivity in listening and obeying His 
Word.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This brings us to our second reading from the Book of Revelation which tells 
us of the great multitude that followed Jesus faithfully - how our Good 
Shepherd will meet their needs; they will hunger and thirst no more; God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes; suffering will 
be over, and death shall be no more. Notice we are 
talking of a great multitude which no one can count. 
This picture of heaven is the Good Shepherd’s 
reward for those who will faithfully listen and follow 
Him to the end. 
 
Our first reading shows us that following Christ 
faithfully is not always a piece of cake. Paul and 
Barnabas were constantly struggling with times of 

success and times of failure, times of peace and times of turmoil, times when 
others accepted them and times when they were rejected. They never quit; 
they just moved on. God calls us to keep on struggling to follow Him and 
serve Him, and when we fail, to get back up and not give up. The Good 
Shepherd is constantly with us to accompany us on our journey. 
 
Folks, please continue to pray for us priests and religious that like Paul and 
Barnabas we will remain undaunted in our vocation. Our lives should mirror 
the life of Christ the Good Shepherd of souls. Pray that we will utilize every 
means to preach the word of God with passion and be always ready to lay 
down our lives for the sake of those entrusted to us instead of exploiting 
them. 
 
 

 PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


