
HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY), YEAR C.  

 
ACTS 5:12-16, PSALM 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, 

 REVELATION 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19, JOHN 20:19-31. 
 

HIS MERCY IS FOR ALL, AND IT ENDURES FOREVER. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, on this Second Sunday of Easter the 
Church celebrates the feast of Divine Mercy. United as a community of 
believers, we continue to celebrate the victory of Christ over sin and death. 
Folks, we continue to celebrate in thanksgiving to God for the grace of His 
mercy that makes us a new creation and gives us hope of eternity.  
 
Friends, Jesus’ miracles - especially that of the Resurrection - profoundly 
and permanently transform reality. After His Resurrection, Jesus 
commissioned the transformed apostles to go and preach the Good News to 
the ends of the earth. This same risen Lord seeks to transform us as well, 
first during our earthly pilgrimage by means of the sacraments that will 
enable us to be His apostles of mercy, then, when that pilgrimage ends, by 
means of our own rising from the dead.  

 
The first reading today reminds us of how the early 
disciples were forgiven and transformed by the power of 
the Resurrection. Through this power, they were united 
and worked great miracles. Through their unity and great 
works, they were able to add believers in the Lord in great 
numbers, women, and men. 
 
Folks, one of the best ways to bear testimony to the risen 
Christ is through unity. Christ Himself prayed for it: 
“Father that they be one as you and I are one” (John 17:21). 
Jesus knew that there would be many challenges to this. 

He knew that this unity would not rob anyone of his/her personality. As the 
Body of Christ, unity is very necessary for our success. Division would only 
make those who doubt the Resurrection of Christ stay far away from 
salvation and we will make no headway towards success. Christ was sure 
that living in unity is the best testimony we can bear as His disciples. Hence, 
we are invited through the power of the resurrection to demonstrate this 
through our preaching and lifestyle.  



 
Today’s gospel tells us that the disciples were huddled inside behind locked 
doors, out of fear. Jesus penetrates that fear and appears, despite the 
locked doors. Locked doors are an image of fear. The opposite of love is not 
hate but fear. Fear causes us to lock doors to others we presume might be a 
threat to who we are, our position in society, it can make us act irrational 
against the other. It greatly hinders our unity and mission. Beloved, Easter is 
the time to face our fears and ask if we have locked ourselves in. It is time to 
open the doors.  
 
Here, Jesus answers fear with peace which is the product of love. It is the 
willingness to unlock the doors, to take risks to allow the other into our lives, 
to know the other and thus to appreciate and finally 
to love the other. That is the way to peace. The 
resurrected Jesus offers that as the first gift of Easter 
joy. We will never have peace until we face and 
overcome our fears. Unlock your doors! Let unity and 
success reign.  
 
The second gift of Easter that Jesus offers to us is the 
Sacrament of reconciliation. This is a moment to remember how much God 
has forgiven me, which in turn is an example of my duty to forgive others 
who have offended me. That is always the hard part, yet it is absolutely 
crucial. Folks, there are some of us here who don’t believe absolutely in God’s 
mercy, some take it for granted, some cannot easily forgive themselves even 
after confession. It is not always easy even when we believe to act rightly, 
we can see why it was not easy for Thomas to believe that Christ is risen.  
 
So, as we bear witness to the risen Christ, we shall certainly encounter 
people who will doubt our testimony. This must not discourage us. The Holy 
Spirit will convince them at the proper time. We should remain focused on 
our mission knowing that God’s mercy is for all, and His mercy endures 
forever.  
 
Finally, we must always rejoice in Jesus’ promise as He invokes blessings on 
those who will not see Him physically but will stay faithful even when the 
Church does not do it right.  
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


