
HOMILY FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
1 SAMUEL 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23, PSALM 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13,  

1 CORINTHIANS 15:45-49, LUKE 6:27-38. 
 

WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR CHRIST’S MERCIFUL IMAGE. 
 
In baptism we are called to mirror and image the mercy and forgiveness the Lord has won 
for us. As Christians, we are constantly reminded of this singular mandate to love one 
another most importantly, our enemies. We all know that this is not an easy thing to do 
but it is possible because it is what truly makes us Christians and different from those 
who have no relationship with God. 
 
Beloved, consider all the people who had hurt you. Those who lied to you. Stabbed you in 
the back. Remember the ones who spread rumors about you that were untrue. Those who 
gossiped about you, mocked you, bullied you. 
 
Consider the friend that you trusted, who betrayed you. The co-worker who broke a 
confidence. The person whose name you’d rather forget who 
wounded you, or disrespected you, or took advantage of you 
or abused you or even killed your loved one. Look back on all 
the people in your life who have left bruises and scars with a 
word or a look or a touch. 
 
Now, imagine doing what Jesus commands. Love them, love 
them, and pray for them. Pray for their good. Pray that grace 
will come into their lives. Pray that their eyes may be opened, 
and their hearts may be healed.  
 
If you and I think that God is asking us to do the impossible 
then we ought to look at today’s first reading. David is presented as a paragon of pardon. 
The Lord delivers Saul into David’s hands, and yet David chooses not to kill but to show 
mercy. As David would not harm Saul his enemy, so we are challenged to love and pardon 
those who wrong us. 
 
Folks, we are challenged to ignore our natural inclinations towards revenge and 
recompense, and instead choose forgiveness and generosity - to conform ourselves to 
Christ who did the same thing for us. 
 
As we leave the church today, let us remember this phrase from today’s Gospel: “For the 
measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.” 
 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


