
HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C. 
 

EXODUS 3:1-8a, 13-15, PSALM 103:1-4, 6-8, 11, 1  
CORINTHIANS 10:1-6, 10-12, LUKE 13:1-9. 

 
GOD’S PATIENCE AND THE URGENCY OF THE CALL TO CONVERSION. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, today’s readings remind us that 
salvation and eternal life with God requires our repentance from sin and 
turning away from our old ways to embrace a new life with Him. He invites 
us to participate in His mission and bear fruit for the kingdom. The offer, 
however, remains ours to accept or reject for our God is very patient with 
each one of us. 
 
Here is a story you might love to listen to. 
A preacher started his sermon by showing his congregation four glass jars. 
The first jar contained some alcohol, the second was full of cigarettes smoke, 
the third had chocolate syrup and the fourth good garden soil. Then he 
produced four worms and put the jars aside as he preached on the evils of 
drinking alcohol, of smoking and of chocolate. After about ten minutes, he 
finished and said, “now let’s see what happened to the worms.” He took the 
worms from the first three jars, each of which contained alcohol, tobacco 
smoke or chocolate, and they were dead. He took the worm from the last jar 
with the good garden soil, and it was just fine. So, he asked his congregation, 
“what does this show you?” A person in one of the front rows said: “if you 

drink alcohol and smoke and eat chocolates ������, 
you won’t have worms.” ������ This story shows 
how different people can interpret the exact 
same thing in totally different ways. 
 
In our gospel today, the people came to Jesus to 
ask him what he thought of Pilate’s cruel and 
brutal acts of violence against the Jews. The 
people who were questioning Jesus expected 
Jesus to say that those whom Pilate killed were 
the greatest sinners in Galilee. At the time of 
Jesus, the Jews believe that any suffering was 
from God as a punishment for sin. Here Jesus did 

not deny the fact that the Galileans were sinners. 
At the same time, He denied that those who survived were sinless too. Jesus 



then brought up another situation about 18 people meeting their death 
accidentally when a tower, most probably a part of the old city wall, fell on 
them. Perhaps they were trying to shore it up. Jesus used both cases to say 
that bad things do happen, and it doesn’t necessarily happen because 
someone has sinned. Bad things can happen to anyone, accidentally or 
otherwise. All that Jesus demand from us His listeners is to repent lest we 
suffer for our sins too. 
 
Jesus reinforced His message with another parable about an unproductive 
fig tree. Here Jesus teaches us that God is merciful and patient. He gives us, 
sinners, time to repent and obtain 
salvation. God especially gives us chance 
after chance through His Son Jesus Christ 
who continues to beg for mercy and favor 
from God for us so that we may repent 
and renew our life in Him. But one day He 
will judge the unrepentant sinners. So, we 
should not be complacent or assume that 
there is no hurry but heed the warning of 
God and respond to His call for 
repentance and forgiveness of sins. We 
must be ready at all times. Otherwise, a 
sudden and unexpected death leaves us 
no time to change. 
 
There is one more thing that Jesus said to us that we must remember and go 
home with - it’s not our place to judge a person’s heart. How often do we 
make judgment about people’s fate when they pass away, deciding they will 
never make heaven. We might be right, but it is not in our place to know a 
person’s heart, we can only judge the externals. 
 
Our psalm refrain reminds us that “the Lord is kind and merciful.” Let us take 
advantage of the Lord’s patience. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


