
HOMILY FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C. 
1 KINGS 19:16b, 19-21, PSALM 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, 

 GALATIANS 5:1, 13-18, LUKE 9:51-62. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL IS URGENT. 
 

When a person is young, it seems like tomorrows are infinite. As we age, we realize 
that’s not so. 
 
Beloved friends in Christ, this Sunday, the Church invites us to follow Christ with 
total commitment without procrastinating. We are called to walk with Him and 
listen to Him and to allow His teaching and His words to form the way we think, the 

way we feel and the way we act. Following the Lord Jesus 
means allowing Him to change every aspect of our lives. 
 
In today’s first reading, we are presented with the call of 
Elisha and his response to follow Elijah. Here, Elisha 
demonstrated a total commitment to his call. The 
slaughtering of his oxen, the burning of his farm 
implements to boil the meat and the bidding of farewell to 
his men, were symbolic gestures that he had freely 
accepted his call. His action was swift, firm, and steadfast 
in response to the call to serve the Lord. This was a clear 

sign of total submission to the will of God over his own will. It was also an 
indication that he loved God more than his business, and his life. 
 
Elisha abandoned all that could have become an obstacle to his decision to serve 
God faithfully. This was the proof of his total commitment to God. On our part as 
Christians, what have we sacrificed, and what is our proof of it, that we are fully 
committed in following Christ? Have we freely “slaughtered” all the forces, 
distractions, and obstacles that prevents us from totally 
committing our lives to Christ now and forever? 
 
In our second reading, St. Paul reminds us that our basic 
calling is for freedom in as much as Christ has set us free. 
The call to follow Christ does not violate our freedom, 
rather, it liberates us from the things that enslaves us in 
order to be committed to follow Christ faithfully. It allows 
us to choose whether we will stay where we are or follow 
the way of the cross, which ultimately leads to everlasting 
life. This freedom binds us to Christ. It is a freedom that permits us to surrender all 
to Jesus Christ, our Savior. St. Paul warns us not to abuse this freedom, but 
instead use it to serve one another through love. 



 
Today’s gospel brings us to the climax of this urgency to follow Christ without 
procrastinating. Though, Jesus expects us to follow Him unreservedly, He knows 

and understands our struggles and distractions. 
Like the young men in today’s gospel who wish to 
follow Him, most times, we have “genuine 
intentions and excuses”. We want to follow 
Christ, but we are not ready to make the 
necessary sacrifice. 
 
Folks, our predicament does not stop Christ from 
inviting us if truly we want to live with Him. If we 

want to be His followers or remain His followers then we must know that there is 
no guarantee of earthly comfort and luxury, for even “the Son of Man has nowhere 
to rest His head.” This shows that God’s call demands total detachment from 
material pursuits. Christ also demands our immediate and unconditional response 
to His call. He even said, “Let the dead bury their dead.” This shows that God’s call 
takes prominence over family and other 
responsibilities. He also reminds us of the seriousness 
of the tasks and challenges ahead. So, he used the 
image of the man who has his hand on the plow, he 
must be focused on what he is doing. This means that 
having accepted the call, one’s primary responsibility is 
to God alone. 
 
Beloved friends, having become Christians, how 
focused are we in committing our lives in following Christ and most importantly in 
going to heaven? Most times, we are more focused in getting more money, or 
buying a new car or being successful in our career. But we rarely show similar 
determination to be close to Jesus or to attain eternal life. 
 
If we are fully determined and confident in following Christ then we must transfer 
our sense of security from earthly things to the Lord, we must be ever ready to 
persevere through difficulties and we must make a firm and resolute decision on 
our part without conditions and vacillation. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


