
Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 

7:00 pm 

Parish Center 

 

Members Present:  Tom Bailey, Jacob LeSage, Steve Husak, Pam West, Julie Worby, Julie Gonski, Mickie 

Prault, Sara Marian, Pat Carroll 

Members Absent:  Brian Rogers, Rhonda Smith, Chad Kolitwenzew 

Opening Prayer 

Discussion: 

1. Parish Council Open Positions—There are 4 open positions as the following members have fulfilled their 

time on the council:  Chad Kolitwenzew (Social Concerns), Julie Gonski (parish life), Brian Rogers 

(Stewardship) and Sara Marion (Worship and Evangelization).  A few weeks ago parish council members 

talked at each Mass openenly inviting all parishioners to attend an informational meeting.  There were 

no parishioners in attendance, but 3 individuals expressed interest in the positions.  Those parishioners 

are:  Priscilla Dwyer, Ian Cole and Steve Curly.  There is a 4th parishioner who will be asked if interested.   

2. Fishers of Men—Had a Men’s night on May 17, 2022 and the evening was very successful.  They are con-

tinuing to invite men to the Saturday group prayer meetings. 

Commission Reports: 

1. Parish Life Commission—Donut Sunday in May was successful.  There is nothing scheduled for June yet.  

Next big event will be the 175th anniversary Family, Food and Fun day on August 20th.  Parish life will be 

providing the food for this day. 

2. Faith Formation Commission—Mickie hopes to put together a curriculum for the year of the Eucharist.  

He is looking into programs we can provide for our parishioners.  Knights of Columbus has sent out a 

wonderful video on the Year of the Eucharist.  Father has received some communication from the Dio-

cese about the Year of the Eucharist, from Sister Sharon.  Father will forward any information he receives 

from Sr. Sharon to Mickie and Jacob.  Corpus Christi which is celebrated on Sunday, June 19th marks the 

beginning of the Year of the Eucharist.  Julie Worby offered to put together a marketing campaign to ed-

ucate the parishioners on the year of the Eucharist.  Mickie plans to get together with his commission to 

have a plan starting in the fall.   The Knights of Columbus video might be held until Mickie and Jacob de-

cide when they would like to do a viewing event in the fall. 

3. Administration Commission—Tuckpointing is being done.  The Committee continues to meet.  A subcom-

mittee has been created and walked the grounds and came up with a very huge list of everything that 

needs to be done.  There are dead trees on the property that need to be taken down as they are a haz-

ard.  They’re working on getting things done.  Perry Denault, Marty Worby, Cassandra McCullough, Rich 



Girard, Steve Husak, Dale Piggush and Paul Hogan.  There is a lot to be done, so they’re trying to prioritize 

the list.  They are also working with Todd Lambert to get the sign done to put out in front of the church 

before the 175th Anniversary August events.  They have monies approved for the tuckpointing.  The front 

doors and back doors need to be redone.  The list is approximately 6 pages long of things that need to be 

done around the church grounds.  This group has been phenomenal in creating the list.  This has been 

quite an effort in putting all of it together and the group is much appreciated.  With some of these pro-

jects we were just not entirely aware that they needed to be done.  So this volunteer group is very dili-

gent in finding all projects that are necessary in keeping our church in good repair.  Art Mantoan called 

his crew of volunteers together to beautify the grounds on Saturday, June 11th.  $6,500 was approved to 

add mulch, flowers, etc.    Steve Husak shared that 2 years ago, we averaged $84,500 per month in our 

Sunday Collection.  Last year our monthly collection was $80,078, which was down.  This year were at 

$85,612 for only the first 10 months of the fiscal year...so we are already up in collections which is prom-

ising.  Our expenses 2 years ago was approx. $74,000, last year was approx. $65,000 and this year were at 

$28,500 for the first 10 months.  So that is very good news. 

4. Social Concerns Commission—No Report.  Rhonda was not present.  We need to follow up with Rhonda 

on where we stand with Fortitude. 

5. Worship and Evangelization Commission—No Report. 

6. Stewardship Commission—The commission has had meetings regarding the Capital Campaign.  The com-

mission will be meeting with 3 consultants next week to discuss the Capital Campaign.  The meetings will 

be meeting by zoom on Wednesday, June 15th and Thursday, June 16th.  All repoairs will cost the parish 

between  2.5-3.0 Million which is why the commission has decided to take to some consultants.  One of 

the consultants shared that you can take the yearly Sunday Collection and double or triple.  Typically pa-

rishioners like to see where there monies go.  The challenge is that if there are many projects that are 

included in this capital campaign and if the projects are not done in a timely manner, then parishioners 

will not be willing to give as generously if they can’t see the progress.  Communication is key in this pro-

cess. It is imperative that we provide the parishioners with a list of projects that are prioritized so they 

can share in the plan and feel a part of it.  The building and Grounds committee is working feverishly to 

get budget information on all projects that need to get completed. 

 

Budgets: 

All budgets have been approved as submitted by the Parish Council Commissions.  Cassandra 

McCullough will provide the commissions with their budget information each month. 

 

Strategic Planning 

1. Tom would like to schedule Mary Posing for a 2 day seminar to help our parish council and staff with stra-

tegic planning.  Tom would like to include 10-12 individuals to be on this committee. Four parish council 

members, 4 staff and 4 parishioners at large. 



2. Mary would lead us in a SWOT analysis, a 3 year plan, strenghs/weaknesses and give us a clear picture of 

what we should be focusing on.  The council agreed that we would start this process in the fall.  Jacob 

LeSage and Julie Gonski volunteered to be on this committee. 

 

175th Anniversary Update: 

1. The raffle is going well.  We have $3,000 worth of Raffle tickets sold thus far. 

2. There will be no 9:00 or 11:00 am Mass on Sunday, Agusut 21st, but will hold an outdoor mass at 10:00 

am with the Bishop. 

3. The 175th committee will be walking in the Friendship Festival Parade along with the people mover from 

the Bourbonnais Park District and a couple of golf carts from Aspen Ridge Golf course.  They will be hand-

ing out flyers advertising the Taste of MBVM to be held on Saturday, August 20th.   

4. Julie Gonski offered to have the Parish Life Commission pay for the candy to be handed out in the parade 

as they have money left in their budget. 

 

Parish Council Members exiting the Council 

Gifts were given to the 2 members present who are leaving.  A mug, notebook and MBVM pen were 

given to each member in gratitude for their service on the council. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:09 pm. 

 

Next meeting will be held in September. 

 

 


