
Maternity BVM  

Pastoral Council Minutes 

February 6, 2024 
 

ATTENDEES: 

Karen Alvarez-Hunt, Ann Marie Brzeszkiewicz, Priscilla Dwyer, Tom Bailey, D’ete Cotsones, 

Steve Husak (Teams), Father Moises Mesh, Randy Molthan, Father Jason Nesbit, Pam West, 

Julie Worby and Sherry Denault (staff/minutes)   

ABSENT: 

Mike O’Connor, Kathy Yonke  

 

Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm 

Opening Prayer: Led by Priscilla    

 

MINUTES: 

January 9, 2024, minutes were approved. All in favor and approved. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

• Julie will send all council members a list of parishioners.  

• Bring names of fellow parishioners to invite to reception to next council meeting 3/5 

• Mark calendars to attend April 16th reception in rectory featuring small talks on Parish 

Council to potential members.  Fr. Moises has offered to provide his delicious food. 

• Sherry will make Maternity BVM cards for Social Concerns commission.   

• Please let Fr. Jason know of any potential people that may be interested in Youth Minister 

position. 

• Priscilla to give Fr. Jason a copy of the Confirmation Retreat survey. 

• Commission budgets will be due soon.  Keep your budget in mind while meeting next. 

 

FATHER’S CORNER 

• We are now looking ahead to Ash Wednesday, Wednesday February 14th, and the Soup 

Supper.   

• During Lent, we will feature Thursday evenings 3-6pm with Adoration, Station of the 

Cross (5:30) and Benediction at 6pm.  Also, Reconciliation will be offered, as always. 

• Lent this year, will offer almsgiving for a Belize Mission led by Chris Lord.  Envelopes will 

be in each pew during Lent.  There is mission trip to Belize in the planning stages for 

January 2025.  Details will be coming soon and will be announced in the coming months.  

Father Jason stated he was very happy that we are going to do something for Belize as a 

parish.  One of the possible goals is to help Father Moises home parish to make some 

repairs to building. 

• The Christmas Charity collection was very successful.  Approx $1000 will be given from 

these collections to our Food Pantry and other organizations such as Harbor House, 

Salvation Army, Catholic Charities Fortitude, and Viator House of Hospitality. In 

addition, we have also set aside money for family assistance-those with greatest need.  

Also this year, we will be giving $500 each to the catholic food pantry efforts of JPII’s food 



pantry and St. Joe’s Pop Up Food Pantry.  Father Jason stated this diversifies our 

outreach by helping our community. 

• Father mentioned that he met with many churches in the area to come up with plans to 

assist immigrant families.  Social Concerns will report more on this.  This was brought ot 

our attention by Donna Worth.  It is rare to see the interfaith coming together, so it was 

good to know that we could all come together and speak the language of the Gospel as this 

is what the Gospel is telling is to do.  Love people no matter what, no matter who they are. 

• Father stated the job opportunity for Coordinator of Youth Ministry has been officially 

posted on the Diocese of Joliet website, at the Archdiocese of Chicago as well as parish 

communications.  We have not received any leads or applications at this point.  We will try 

to reach more colleges as we go forward.  

• We will continue with a few more projects for Buildings and Grounds in the spring.  One of 

the projects left from the Capital Campaign is redoing the front lot, not resurfacing, but an 

entire renovation.  Will try to schedule outside of school year, as we will not have use of 

our lot for about 1 week.  A couple of jobs require some remediation that are being worked 

out.   

• An action item from last month:  inviting people to come to participate in commissions.  

We are looking at April 16th.  Father Moises agrees with date and will help make food, to 

be held at the rectory.   Tom said we should have a separate meeting to discuss.  Julie will 

print the parishioner list and give to council.  Each person will highlight names they 

would like to invite and bring them back to the next meeting March 5.  Father Jason said 

it should be a joint venture with Finance and Stewardship.  Father Jason stated that this 

is not an optional venture, every commission should be part of this.  He stated he would be 

happy to make a phone call or extend a personal invitation.  This does not get off the 

ground if every commission is not on board to some degree.  We need to look at people to 

help carry out the things we are doing, and to help all of you.  We need to give more people 

a sense of ownership, by tapping their gifts and talents. 

• Tom wants everyone to be aware terms are expiring for 3 council members in July. 

• April’s Parish Council Meeting is changed to April 9th due to parish office being closed. 

 

 

COMMISSIONS REPORTS 
PARISH LIFE (Pam West and Kathy Yonke): 

• Pam reported Sunday, February 11 is the next event:  Watch Party for Sister Clare”  as 

she professes her Perpetual Vows 1:30-3pm.  We will have light food and beverages here in 

the Parish Center.  Tom will provide the champagne.    

• March 17 is Leprechaun Hunt in the gym after 9am Mass.  The Leprechaun will be there 

to take pictures with.  Irish music, donuts, juice, milk. 

• Palm Sunday, March 24, Easter Egg Hunt in the Grotto after 9:00am Mass.  Muffins will 

be served, and the Easter Bunny will be there for pictures.  

• Donut Sunday’s:  May 19 and June 2.    

• Lunch and a Movie is ongoing.   

FAITH FORMATION (Priscilla Dwyer and Karen Alvarez-Hunt): 

• During Lent, Faith Formation presenting a Lenten video series “Lectio” bible study series 

from Genesis to Revelation studying the Eucharist, from Formed.  This is a 9-week series 

that will begin 2/21/24 6:30pm-8:30pm.  We have decided to charge a fee to cover the costs 

of the material this time.  We have 18 people signed up as of 2/6.  Every participant will be 



given a Catholic Bible along with a study guise to be used as part of the series.  We had 

some parishioners donate extra money to program for those to participate that may not be 

able to afford to pay fee.  Priscilla stated she has other age groups sign up in the 30’s and 

40’s.  We want to be able to continue these events, as they are going really well.  Other 

ideas to cut costs were to start videos later, so we don’t provide meal, just snacks.   

• Follow-up regarding babysitting for families needing childcare:  after advertising for 

several weeks, unfortunately, no one stepped forward to assist.  Priscilla will be reaching 

out to a parishioner who in charge of the Early Childhood Department at Olivet, maybe we 

need to consider paying a stipend to get people to babysit like some other churches in the 

area do.   

• Priscilla stated that they will be reaching out to Maria Pallissard to see if the need jelp 

with vacation bible school this summer. 

• Dynamic Catholic has a book out for junior high kids that is a 33-day bible study, so we 

are considering this.   

• This summer, we are considering re-presenting the Jesus and the Eucharist series during 

the daytime. 

• At the Confirmation Retreat, the students were given a youth ministry survey.  They filled 

them out anonymously.  Father Jason asked for a copy of the survey.  Some for the 

questions were:  What programs would you like to see?  What would bring me to a youth 

ministry event?  Why are you going or not going?    Confirmation is March 9.  

• Father Moises stated the Holy Hour held January 18th and 25th were attended well.  20 

came on 18th and more than 50 came on the 25th.  He believes he he would have continued, 

more people would come.  Very good, overall 

• Father Moises, on behalf of John Paul II Parish, on Feb 17-21, they are having a 

Eucharistic Miracle of the World. Sunday 2/17: 5-8pm 2/18: 9am-6pm 2/19: 12-5pm 2/20 5-

8pm 2/21 12:30-8pm   This is a series of videos about the miracles in the world of 

Eucharist.  Different sessions will be held so different groups can attend each day.  This is 

part of the Eucharistic Revival, as all church are required to participate, so they have 

shared with us.   

• Father Moises stated that this month (February) he is having a Eucharistic talk at Mass, 

where Br. John will talk to the students and Fr. Moises will talk to community. 

ADMINISTRATION (Randy Molthan and open position): 

• No report at this time as they are continuing work on Dashboard Metrics and survey.   

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS (D’ete Cotsones and Ann Marie Brzeszkiewcz): 

• Ann Marie reported they made bullet list with ideas for “Bereavement Support”.  Would 

like, with new volunteers, start sending cards and maybe plan a visit to someone who is 

grieving the loss of a loved one.  Commission would like to start attending visitations as a 

representative of church, passing out literature for support groups etc.  Sherry will make 

Maternity BVM cards that are blank inside to use.  Sherry will also send information to 

the commission. regarding “Joyful Again” who hold retreats for widows in Lemont.   

• Father Jason said we do not have anything in place now or a formal process, to contact or 

continue to contact, those grieving a loss.  We rely a lot on family members to contact us 

with a change of home address, change in health, etc.  We do invite everyone who has lost 

someone within the year to come to the special service on All Souls Day, in November, 

with a reception following.  Mary Beth keeps track of those who have died throughout the 



year and contacts of family members, so we can extend an invitation.  We try to go 

through and include those that have not only been buried from here, but parishioners that 

have been buried outside the church, as well, to the best of our ability. 

• D’ete reported they will be visiting with CCW, Fishers of Men, Knights of Columbus, and 

Lunch and a Movie folks.  Priscilla invited them to come to the Bible study to talk to the 

folks there. Please reach out to them if you have any suggestions. 

• Regarding the Area Wide Migrant meeting Fr. Jason discussed:  D’ete has come up with 

an idea of a welcome bag to give to the families.  The families that arrive here, come with 

nothing, so she would like to have bag that contains towels, silverware, toiletries, 

detergent, etc., in a reusable grocery bag or backpack, and give our donations to the 

migrant liaison.  D’ete said she was able to secure many items (6 truck loads!) from a 

friend who was cleaning out their parents home.  D’ete is storing the items in her moms 

pole barn, to eventually be brought to main collection site, that will be in Meadowview in 

Kankakee.  This collection site will be organized and manned by students who are 

transitioning from 18-21 that are learning work skills.  Most of these students are from 

Kankakee schools.  She said they were able to donate furniture to Rhonda Stenzinger for 

the family she is hosting.  This family was able to move into an apartment this week with 

the help of kind donations. D’ete said there are more than 20 migrant families that have 

arrived in Kankakee County, with more arriving. 

 

EVANGELZATION and WORSHIP (Steve Husak and Michael O’Connor) 

. 

• Steve reported they met in January and will meet again February 13th.  He reported Mike 

O’Connor will be hosting a podcast on social media “2 Guys at the Well”.  The program will 

be 2 simple guys sharing some great content, like podcasts and videos that have touched 

them in a special way, such a Formed.  Maybe answer some questions we have all had at 

some point in our lives on our faith journey. Julie stated Mike has done a lot of research 

for this project.  Excited to see where this goes.  Father Jason said with people 

participating and sharing their testimonies, it can be very powerful.  Tim Blanchette will 

be the first guest to share.  Steve said he is very pleased with the direction the commission 

is going and is still going. 

 

PRESIDENT/VP REPORT: (Tom Bailey) 

. 

• Tom asked Julie to share regarding the Legacy Program.  Legacy is where you can make a 

planned donation to the church, either through your will or financial resources.  Starting 

this month, the Diocese of Joliet has a program called “Free Will”.  You can make your will 

online, at no cost to you.  It reminds you to take care of your family’s legacy and to 

remember your parish in your will, too, if possible.  We are doing a push for “Leap Day”, 

with having an extra day in the year, now is your time to plan your Legacy, plan your 

future.  More to come.  Julie stated she and Pat Carroll are pulling together different 

professionals from the parish, such financial advisors, attorneys, etc., to assist 

parishioners in this endeavor.  We will provide a list to anyone requesting help. 

• Tom reported we have 1 position open in Administration and 3 terms that will be ending 

this fiscal year, in July. 



• Budget time is coming up soon.  Tom will reach out to our business manager to see what 

timelines look like.  While meeting with your commissions, please make sure to keep in 

mind any events and/or needs that will need to be in your budget for the next year.  Father 

Jason will need to approve all budget requests. 

 

Meeting closed in prayer at 8:19pm 
 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, March 5th, 2024 @ 7PM IN PARISH CENTER- 
please note change in date for April 

 calendars for the first Tuesday of each month -2024    

April 9, May 7 and June 4  

(No meeting July and August) 


