
Maternity BVM  

Pastoral Council Minutes 

November 8, 2022 
 

ATTENDEES: 

Tom Bailey, Ian Cole, Priscilla Dwyer, Scott Goselin, Steve Husak, Jacob LeSage, Randy 

Molthan, Mickie Prault, Julie Worby, Pam West, Father Moises Mesh, Father Jason Nesbit, and 

Sherry Denault (staff/minutes) 

 

ABSENT: 

Pat Carroll, Steve Curlee, Rhonda Smith  

 

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm 

 

Opening Prayer: Father Jason led the Capital Campaign Prayer 

 

MINUTES: 

October 2022 minutes were approved. All in favor and approved. 

. 

ACTIONS ITEMS for November:   

Home - the RESCUE project   www.rescueproject.us 

Watch the 2-minute intro video and the first session before December meeting.  Approx. 45 

minutes. 

Set a goal for your commission  

 

COMMISSIONS REPORTS 
PARISH LIFE: 

• Pam West reported they are very encouraged about the activities that they plan either 

before or after Mass.  She said they have seen so many families and people in Mass.  If 

they give the people something to look forward to, such as Family events and other things 

like Bunco, this Friday Night, November 11, along with Breakfast with Santa after 9am 

Mass December 4th, it gives them something to look forward to.  Acvitities get people to 

church, and hopefully will stir people to come back on a regular basis, not just for the 

event days, but every week.  

 

• Tom Posed the question:  Is there anything we can do different to bring people back to 

Mass?  Julie stated that each mission adds to the “piece of the pie”.  Parish life is hitting a 

homerun with their social events that get people to church. 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

• Mickie Prault reported that he has come across a program called The Rescue Project.  

Mickie stated that sometimes we try to compete with things that keep them away, so we 

need to give them something they can’t get anywhere else.  This a program about the 

Kerygma (Greek for Proclamation).  It is a 9-week program.  The suggestion is to begin 

with a meal, show the video (45 minutes) then break up into small groups to discuss.  

https://rescueproject.us/


Mickie has reached out to Carrie Rink, Youth Minister, to possibly provide childcare for 

the program.  Would like to complete program by Easter.  f we start in January, that can 

be done. Needs help with providing meals, etc.  This program will get families here, 

provided we have food and childcare.  Ian stated the content is great, and the format of 9 

weeks is a manageable timeframe.  Mickie stated the materials are available online for 

those that are unable to attend every session.  The only cost would be the cost of food.  

Materials can be printed from the website.  Mickie will call a meeting at a later date to 

begin planning as soon as possible, due to time constraints we will discuss at the 

December meeting as well. 

 

• Priscilla Dwyer would like the Parish Council to have a retreat regarding “evangelization 

and how to evangelize”.  She reached out to the Diocese of Joliet as they have a new office 

called Evangelization headed up by Justin Reyes and Katherine Chowry (sp?).  This group 

can build custom retreats.  Priscilla handed out postcards for everyone.  She asked all to 

list 1 thing on the card answering the question, “If you went to a retreat with your parish 

council to learn about evangelization, what would you want to get out of it”. Priscilla said 

it would be an afternoon or morning, not overnight.  This is very appealing that they 

would create something just for us, instead of a “canned” program.  Steve said that Justin 

and Katherine are a great team to head this up.  Mickie and Priscilla will report back at 

the next meeting. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

• Steve Husak stated he and Randy Molthan met and discussed measurements and 

percentages.  To know the trends and hopefully predict them before we react whether good 

or bad.  They hope that next year, they will be able to compile graphs with percentages 

and such of our finances and the number of offertory monies and where they are being 

used.  

• Father Jason stated that we will soon be given the data on our October Counts and be able 

to compare the previous year’s attendance. 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Rhonda Smith and Steve Curlee were not able to attend but sent the following report. 

• Harvest Sunday is this weekend.  It looks a little different this year.  Father Jason said 

other local churches did not return to canvasing neighborhoods after Covid for flyer drop-

offs and food pick-up.  He stated they reported they did not have appreciable decline in 

food donations.  Father stated it also saved on the Protecting Gods Children/Virtus 

Program.  Neighbors can still help one another by bringing donations in.  Priscilla and 

Steve H. are collecting for their neighborhoods.  Father said that if we do go back to 

canvasing the neighborhoods, the Diocese has made it more and more prohibiting with the 

youth protection program where there are no loopholes.  If you go outside of families, every 

adult must have completed Protecting Gods Children online seminar and have active and 

compliant Virtus accounts, vehicles must be registered, etc.   

 

• 58 Boxes of Joy were compiled for needy children for Christmas. 

 



• October Food Pantry averaged 25 families per week, which included different fresh food 

each week, like fruit, milk, eggs, vegetables. 

 

• 25 turkeys were ordered for Thanksgiving using parishioner donations specifically 

earmarked for Food Pantry.  They will be given out in special Thanksgiving baskets on 

November 16 and 17. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

No report at this time 

 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

No report at this time 

 
FAMILY FUN DAY RECAP 

• Tom stated that the day was wonderful.  The weather was great, the turn out was great.  

So many people attended church including people we have not seen before.  Ian stated that 

these types of events are great for people who are on the fringes. Julie said it gives people 

a time to socialize and get to know people.  

 

• Father Jason stated that we had a difficult time cancelling the original 175th anniversary 

events.  We need to consider that it was an opportunity to bring that missing demographic 

together with food, bands, wine/beer and possible dancing.  This could be something to 

consider in 2023.  Maybe we can have an event to reach out to young families.  

 

• Many ideas were discussed in addition to the Family Masses. Julie stated that indoor 

events such as the Dueling and Dancing event were great because weather would not 

affect it.  By having an event at a venue, it’s less work and less volunteers.  Could be an 

annual event. 

 

• Ian suggested reaching out to Olivet to see if we can use their Rec Center as a venue for 

young families.  There is an arcade and rock climbing.  Could be a family night.  Everyone 

agreed was a great idea. 

 

• Priscilla remembered the school used to host a pig roast and said was a lot of fun.  That 

could be something to think about and could be a fun event for everyone. 

 

• Steve Husak said having events about love and marriage with food, wine and song and 

childcare would be great.  Maybe it’s time for a Senior Ministry.  Get some retired 

folks/grandparents that would like to help with childcare for these events and meal-

makers for events.  Possibly using the school for childcare. 

 

• Ian stated he would love to be part of the conversation and create space with school 

parents that are not involved in the church to share why they are not engaged.  What can 

we do better to make them feel more welcome at church on Sunday mornings and beyond.  

Scott stated maybe they need a push to get here to get involved.  A personal welcome.   

 



• Priscilla stated that we should reach out to classes at Bishop Mac and ask them to sing at 

Family Mass each month.  If they come to sing, their families will come.  She said Chris 

Lord could send the YouTube links and we could pull in 1 group at a time.  Father Jason 

stated that we have several young people that cantor at school masses that may be willing 

to come on a Sunday.  Chris Lord and Stacie Knefflecamp can collaborate.  Sherry stated 

Chris has reached out Stacie in previous years and stated Chris also hands out flyers to 

school and the RE students.  Ian said if we just tell them they are assigned, they will come 

and so will their families.  Scott suggested that we make it a second grade Mass and 

everyone and their families are invited to attend a reception afterwards. Any second 

grade. Ian Cole would like to coordinate with Chris Lord. Priscilla said she could rehearse 

with them and Ian plays guitar. Sherry stated that anything with Music must go through 

our Director of Music and Liturgy, Chris Lord. 

 

• Father Moises said at his last parish, they started with once-a-month family Masses, then 

went to twice a month and it was so successful they have once a week Family Masses.  

Father Moises said parish became vibrant again with so many young families coming. 

 

FATHER’s CORNER 

 

• Father Jason thanked all those involved in Capital Campaign receptions and anyone that 

has participated in any way such as committee meetings and for your personal 

participation and pledges and also the many that were involved in Family Fun Day.  Now 

we will be preparing for Advent and Christmas. Very encouraged by the ideas and the 

ways that you have looked outward for solutions.  This is all very helpful as we head into 

2023 and also, I would ask that our strategic planning process encapsulates everything 

discussed tonight and how we can set some goals.  Father would love to meet with each 

group as best he can.  He would like each commission to set a goal for themselves and 

their commission.   

 

Meeting closed in prayer led by at 7:00pm 

 

Upcoming events: 

Executive Meeting:   November 15th 10:00am 

Deanery Meeting: November 14th 6:15pm at Maternity BVM 

Harvest Sunday: November 13th 10:00am—2:00pm  

Bunco Party:  November 11th 7:00pm 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 TUESDAY, December 6th, 2022 @ 7PM IN PARISH CENTER 

Please mark your calendars for the first Tuesday of each month 

2023: 

January 3 February 7 March 7 April 4 May 2 June 6 
No meeting July or August 


