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Dear Friends,
During the month of November, we American people, celebrate
Thanksgiving to show our gratitude to God for all the blessings we
have received, especially the blessing of the harvest of the year. No
doubt we all acknowledge that we have been blessed, in the past,
present, and hopefully, in the future. God is with us and blesses us,
American people.
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I would like to thank you all for your contributions
of time, talents, and treasures to build this faith community. Our fathers have devoutly lived their faith, diligently transferred the Catholic faith to us today, and
worked hard to build this faith family. We want to follow them and continue to build
the kingdom of God on the earth.
How can we continue the great work of our forefathers? I would suggest that we
should read, meditate, and put into practice what The Joy of The Gospel (the first
exhortation of Pope Francis) suggests, which is the evangelization of ourselves and
those God entrusts us with, including our families, friends, coworkers, parishioners,
our de-churched and un-churched brothers and sisters, etc. With that, I would like to
quote some of the Pope’s writings to help us understand our mission as Jesus’ missionary disciples.
“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I
ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day.” (no. 3)
“An evangelizing community gets involved, by word and deed, in people’s daily
lives; and bridges distances; it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces
human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on
the ‘smell of the sheep’ and the sheep are willing to hear their voices.” (No. 25)
“Each of us should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we are. All of us are
called to offer others an explicit witness to the saving love of the Lord, who despite
our imperfections, offers us his closeness, his word and strength, and gives meaning
to our lives. In your heart you know that it is not the same to live without him; what
you have come to realize, what has helped you to live and has given you hope, is
what you also need to communicate to others.” (No. 120)

Thankfully, the Diocese of Davenport, especially with its Vision 20/20, is leading us
on the journey to find God’s will for us and to rebuild our faith community. The crucial question remains: are we willing to open our hearts, minds, and souls, to follow
Jesus, to listen to his invitation and continue his mission of building God’s kingdom
on earth?
Through the intercessions of our forefathers, and all the saints, may God continue to
bless every one of us and our faith community.
Peace, Joy, and Service in the Lord.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Holy Family Parish will be
having a special celebration for
the Feast Day of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on Wednesday, December 12th. The celebration
will begin with Mass at 8:00
a.m. at Sacred Heart Church.
After Mass there will be a
breakfast held at Roling Hall.
Everyone is invited to join in
this celebration.

Wishing Everyone a
Loving and
Merry Christmas and
a Safe and Blessed New Year!

YOUTH MINISTRY
LAUNCH
Holy Family Parish recently
launched their new Youth Ministry
Program. Young people from the ages of 12 - 17 were invited, along with
their families. Approximately 15
youth and 20 adults attended the gathering. Games, prizes, pizza, and fellowship were
enjoyed by all. The new Youth Coordinator, Alicia Lundstrom, was assisted by several parishioners. Jeopardy was one of the games played and
our youth were well educated in questions about
the Church, sacraments, Mass, and other topics.
It was a close contest, and a tie breaker question
had to be used to decide the winner. A lot of fun
and exciting opportunities for stewardship and
fun are being planned. Please read the bulletins
for dates, times and activities. If you would like
to be involved in helping with the different activities of the Youth Group, please feel free to call
Alicia at the parish office, 372-2127.

ALTAR SERVER
CHRISTMAS PARTY

The annual Christmas
Party for all Altar Servers is scheduled for Saturday, December 15th.
All servers, youth and
Knights of Columbus, and their
families/spouses, are invited to attend. The party will be held at the
Rectory. It will begin after the 4:00
p.m. Mass. As last year, we will
have pizza, drinks, games, and cash
prizes. Last year was well attended
and enjoyed by all. The games included candy canes, straws, cotton
balls, and other fun items. Please
RSVP to the parish office, 372-2127,

Fish Fry at
God’s Portion Day
For several years now, members of
the Knights of Columbus have caught,
prepared, and fried fish for the Saturday
evening God’s Portion Day dinner.
The fish this year was of exceptional
quality and enjoyed by everyone. God’s Portion Day
was a huge success.

VISION 20/20:
From Pentecost to Pentecost
In recent years, the Church has weathered storms and navigated through some difficult challenges. We believe it is now time to be proactive about the future and be a light to the world. It is time
to read the signs of the times as we name our sorrows and our joys, and look ahead toward a bright
future for the Church.
Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and with deep faith in the people of God, Bishop Zinkula calls the
Diocese of Davenport to a revitalization of our faith, and a renewal of grace in the spirit of Pentecost. The time is
now for us to move forward, and fill every heart and life with the joy of the Gospel, through a fresh encounter
with Jesus Christ and His Church. Let us rise up and embrace the glorious future for God’s faithful in southeast
Iowa.
As part of his initiative, “Vision 20/20: From Pentecost to Pentecost”, Bishop Zinkula asked each parish to
have a book study regarding evangelization, based on Pope Francis’ book, “Joy of the Gospel”. The Diocese then
sent a representative to meet parishioners from each parish, and give input on what they see as positives and challenges to intentional discipleship and evangelization within their own parish, in order to assess the landscape in
their area. All of the input was sent to the Diocese.
In early 2019, regional conversations will be held around the Diocese, with 3-4 representatives from each parish sharing what was heard at their listening sessions. From these regional conversations, the Diocese will identify certain themes that will be addressed around the Diocese during Spring 2019.
During Pentecost 2020, we will hold a diocesan celebration to keep the momentum going.

STANDING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS!
A while back it was discovered that soil was washing away from under the concrete at the front of Ss. Mary and Joseph Church, and the
handicap ramp did not meet ADA requirements. At the center doors,
the area at the top of the steps was narrow.
To improve the safety and look of the church, all of the concrete
steps and ramp were replaced.
Construction was somewhat delayed
due to heat and wet weather, but it was well worth the wait. The first
thing parishioners will notice is the new clean look of the concrete and
the new railings around the ADA handicap ramp and approach to the
front doors.
Recently, you may have seen a large machine setting on the
north side of Ss. Mary and Joseph Church. So what’s going on? For a
number of years maintenance people have noticed a bulge in the brick,
half-way up on the east side of the bell tower. This was caused by
moisture getting between the layers of brick. During the winter months
water, which was between the inner and outer walls, froze and pushed
the wall outward. This movement was compromising the integrity of
the tower.
Abolt Construction, a local company, recommended the brick on the
outside of the tower be removed, and the cavity between the inner and
outer walls be cleaned out and the brick be re-laid. Upon completion,
the integrity of the wall has been restored.
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It’s a Celebration!!!

Communal Penance Services
December 9 - 1:00 PM @ Houghton

As Holy Family
Parish, we like to
celebrate the Feast
day of the ‘Holy
Family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph’.
This Feast day is
celebrated on December 30th.
To
celebrate, the parish
is having a soup supper at Roling Hall after the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, December 29th. Everyone is invited to join
in the celebration at Roling Hall for good
food and great fellowship. See you there!

2:30 PM @ West Point
4:00 PM @ Ss. Mary and Joseph, FM
December 15 - 10:00 AM @ Burlington
December 16 - 11:30 AM @ Farmington
December 17 - 6:30 PM @ Keokuk
December 18 - 7:00 PM @ Mt. Pleasant
Christmas Eve Mass Times/Locations

4:00 PM - Sacred Heart
4:00 PM - Ss. Mary and Joseph
6:00 PM - Sacred Heart
Christmas Day
9:00 AM - Ss. Mary and Joseph

