
Response to St. Gabriel Specific Questions 
 

There were three questions specific to St. Gabriel included in the Synod listening sessions. The 

questions were designed to: 

• obtain the parish level perspective of the larger theme responses on Communion, 

Participation and Mission; 

• assess parishioners’ personal level of comfort at Mass and in parish facilities; and gather 

input on possible capital campaign priorities and financial support.  

 

St. Gabriel has over 2500 adult registered parishioners and 156 – that’s 6.24 percent - 

participated in the Synod. Those who participated in the Synod expressed high hopes for the 

parish’s future. There was recognition however that as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

external social influences the community may be experiencing a decline, as evidenced by 

declining mass attendance and decreased collections. It was also observed that many parishioners 

have not returned since the pandemic. It was frequently expressed that the cross-generational 

vibrancy of the community that existed at St. Gabriel’s establishment has diminished. There 

were multiple comments suggesting the immediate objectives of the parish should be to: 

• engage parishioners who have not returned since the pandemic; 

• increase opportunities for personal contact and interaction among parishioners of all ages, 

as well as for those in similar life situations, e.g., young families, empty nesters etc.; and, 

• focus on enhanced communication between parish leadership, both clerical and laity, 

with parishioners.  

 

Essentially, there was a view that St. Gabriel should focus on “feeding” the community by: 

• having more uplifting liturgical celebrations; 

• concise messages of spiritual guidance; 

• equipping more resources to help parishioners to defend their faith in the outside world; 

• addressing the needs of and offering support to young families;  

• exploring ways for parishioners to connect in the post-COVID 19 world; 

• enriching the spiritual and communal lives of parishioners; and, 

• creating a spiritual sanctuary within the secular world.   

 

The youth at St. Gabriel were asked about their experience coming to Mass and their thoughts on 

faith formation. Overall, the youth feel accepted and comfortable. Some however expressed that 

services could be more uplifting and congregational. The youth enjoyed contributing to the 

Synod process and valued the spiritual and social aspects of faith formation. They asked for more 

youth-oriented activities and games to build friendships. 

 

When asked about the construction of a new church and or classroom/administrative block the 

preponderance of opinion was that now is not the appropriate time. What is most needed now, in 

the post-pandemic world, is to: 

• help the community heal from the ravages and disorientation caused by the pandemic; 

and 

• be able to reach-out to one and other to offer support, reassurance, and, most importantly, 

Love. 

 



However, should any construction be considered the classroom/administrative block should take 

priority over a new Church. The reasons most often mentioned for not undertaking construction 

at this time were: 

• the need to concentrate on enhancing the community experience and reengaging families; 

• increased construction cost due to the pandemic; 

• current inflationary pressures on family finances; 

• the perceived decline in membership and revenue; and 

• declining parishioner participation. 

 

Those who participated in the Synod listening sessions appreciated the opportunity to express 

themselves, found the conversations engaging, and perhaps most importantly, enjoyed 

interacting with their fellow parishioners. They also believe that the Synod is a call for action for 

the Church and individual Parishes. They look forward to hearing the results of the Synod and 

what actions the Diocese, Parish leadership and Councils will take to address the issues 

identified in the Synod. 


