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Survey Questions 

1. To which parish do you 
belong? 

2. What is your age? 

3. How long have you been a 
member of your parish? 

4.  How often do you attend 
Mass at parishes other than 
your own? 

5.  How often do you attend 
Mass? 

6. Apart from Mass, are you 
engaged in other parish 
ministries or activities? 

7. Place the elements of a 
common vision in order of 
importance. 

8. How vibrant is your parish? 

9.  What do you find attractive 
about your parish? 

10.  What concerns you about 
your parish?  

11. As the planning process 
unfolds, is there anything 
you want us to know?

EAST ERIE DEANERY 
PASTORAL PLANNING 

Survey Results (1107 respondents)

A Common Vision  
As pastors of the East Erie Deanery, we have identified 
six characteristics for ensuring a vibrant Catholic 
presence into the future:  collaboration, outreach, faith 
formation, ecumenism, transparency, and sustainability.  
In other words, we must cultivate a willingness to work 
with one another (collaboration) and we must create an 
atmosphere of hospitality that welcomes others into our 
communities and ministries (outreach) and must work 
with other Christians who may not share our Catholic 
faith (ecumenism).  We must continue to demonstrate a 
commitment to grow in our faith throughout our life’s 
journey (faith formation).  Finally, our communities need 
to be open and honest in our communication and 
dialogue (transparency) when considering how to best 
manage our facilities, our ministries, and our communities 
with an eye ever fixed on the future (sustainability).
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Notable Statistics  

• 50% of respondents 
have belonged to their 
current parish for 30 or 
more years. 

• 71% of respondents are 
over the age of 60. 

• The #1 concern of 
respondents was 
maintaining parish 
identity. 

• The #2 concern of 
respondents was parish 
finances. 

• When asked to assess 
the vibrancy of their 
parish with 1 being 
least vibrant and 8 
being most vibrant, 
72% of respondents 
identified their parish as 
a 6 or higher. 

• 86% of respondents 
usually attend Mass at 
the parish where they 
are registered. 

• Nearly 60% of 
respondents are 
engaged in parish 
activities outside of 
Mass. 

Building Future Together 
To those who participated in the survey, Thank you!  We 
received more than 1100 responses.  If you were not able 
to participate, there will be plenty more opportunities to 
provide input and support the planning process.  

As a next step, we will begin working with parishes to 
create structures for the planning process.  These 
structures will be important for maintaining collaboration 
and transparency as well as developing and guiding the 
planning process as it unfolds. 

While the surveys revealed areas that need attention as 
we look to the future, they also affirmed many of our 
common strengths.  

What attracts you to your parish?

Outreach
6%

Accommodations 
7%

Faith Formation
8%

Ministries
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Activities
11%

Location
13%

Schedule
13%

Worship
16%

Welcoming
16%

Parishes Represented in Survey 

Holy Rosary Parish, Holy Trinity Parish, Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Our Mother of Sorrows Parish, Mount 
Calvary Parish, St. Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish, St. Boniface Parish, 
St. James Parish, St. John the Baptist Parish, St. Luke Parish, St. Mark 
the Evangelist Parish, St. Patrick Parish, St. Stanislaus Parish 
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