
 

Thy Kingdom Come! 

Dear parishioners of St. Mary Parish, 

May the Peace of God be upon you and remain with you always especially during this time of Lent when we prepare to celebrate the most important 
moment in Salvation History, namely Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection for love of us. In Him we put our trust and our hope. Amen! 

As concern over the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak continues to grip the world, our nation, state and city, we are reminded that as a community of 
faith, we are called to care for each other and to protect the vulnerable among us. Hopefully we do not give into panic or despair, but rather always 
conduct ourselves as true Catholic Christians called to be light to the world, leaven for the community and salt of the earth. 

I can assure you that the San Diego Diocese is taking this matter seriously and making every attempt to proactively reduce the chances of any transmission 
of the coronavirus (COVID-19) through the worship or other activities of our parish communities in observance of the State and City mandates. While 
these disruptions may seem severe at this time, it is important for us to do what we can to slow any potential progress of the coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Considering the drastic measures being imposed at all levels and that this contagion is now considered a National Emergency, Your Excellency, Bishop 
Robert McElroy of San Diego has decided, along with other Bishops of the United States and California that it is opportune to suspend Public Masses 
beginning this Monday, March 16, until the ban is lifted. As a consequence, the Bishop has temporarily waived the Sunday Obligation, under no penalty of 
sin, during this period of suspension. Despite this time of crisis amid the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we must continue to turn to God in prayer and 
trust in His mercy. 

Hopefully we do not attend Mass only to fulfill the obligation. We must always encourage Mass attendance out of love for God and in gratitude for what 
the Mass represents – the sacrifice of Christ that He requests be renewed (not repeated) as often as possible “in memory of Him” (cf. Mark 14:22-24, 1 
Corinthians 11:23-25). St. Mary Parish will stream a daily private Mass celebrated by one of our priests in English and Spanish in addition to the Sunday 
Mass also in both languages. You can view the Mass live streamed on our webpage (https://www.stmaryp.org/) or the diocesan webpage 
(https://www.sdcatholic.org/). 

Many more details have been implemented to help reduce the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19). They too can be read on our webpage. This letter 
was not meant to be all exhaustive, but rather give you an update of some steps that are being taken and help everyone find peace in Christ amid the 
chaos of the world and our local lives. 

Please continue to pray for God to have mercy and help the scientist and medical professionals resolve this pandemic as soon as possible. In addition, I do 
hope that all parishioners will continue to support St. Mary Parish as proper stewards with their time, talent and treasure. Unfortunately, a majority of 
parishioners do not tithe online or use envelopes. Without your contributions and donations, the church will not be able to continue paying the bills. I 
pray that the St. Mary community will keep the needs of the Parish a continued concern in these difficult times. 

Even so, this is a period to reflect more profoundly upon the great gifts of the Mass and Eucharist. Perhaps we sometimes have taken it for granted, but 
now is an opportunity to give thanks to God for His wonderful love and renew our appreciation, gratitude and reverence. Maybe we have been guilty of 
attending Mass absently or received the Eucharist superficially or possibly not even in the state of grace. Although Penance Services have been canceled, 
St. Mary Parish already had hers, Reconciliation / Confession times on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays will continue as normal. Our Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel will also remain open so that we can implore the Lord for His help for ourselves and the world. He will give you your “daily bread”, and 
we will never be left orphans are promises He is forever faithful to fulfill. 

I will be doing a Eucharistic Procession around the property of St. Mary after the 1.30pm Mass this Sunday to give Him praise, honor and seek His blessing. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

God watch over, protect and bless you abundantly. May He keep you safe and healthy too.  

 
Sincerely in Christ through Mary, 

Rev. Scott S. Herrera 
Pastor – St. Mary Parish, Escondido 


