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IN CELEBRATION OF ST. MARY 135Th ANNIVERSARY  

 

ThE FIL-AM MINISTRY WOULD LIKE YOU TO JOIN AND 
PARTICIPATE ON OUR SANTA CRUZAN EVENT ON JUNE 10Th.                                            

 
                                             Participants will be responsible for their Gown, Sash or Arc.  
 

 SANTACRUZAN is a celebration on the last day of Flores De Mayo that commemorates the 
search of the Holy Cross by the Queen Helena (Reyna Elena) & her son, the newly converted 
emperor Constantine. After the Holy Cross was found in Jerusalem & brought back to Rome, 
there was a joyful celebration for thanksgiving.  

WHEN: Saturday, 10 June 2-10 pm                  WHERE: St. Mary’s Parish Hall 



 

Please contact: Rose Canturia (619) 398-5038 or  Benny Reyes (760) 703-1224 or Santi Mallari (760) 705-0656 

 

 

General order of the procession: 
The participants of this procession would follow this typical arrangement: 

• The Cross or the Image of Saint Helena with the Cross is used for Santa Cruzan, while the Image of Blessed 
Mother is used for Flores de Mayo that is the distinction of the two festivals but sometimes it is mixed in one 
celebration, Flores and Santa Cruzan. 
 

Biblical and Historical Figures, with Traditional Personifications 
 
Marian Titles 
Each figure in this group refers to a title of the Virgin Mary in the Litany of Loreto, or to a figure associated with her. They 
are preceded by adolescent or adult ladies dressed in white ball gown as angels, each holding a letter of the Angelical 
salutation Ave Maria. 

1. Reina Abogada (Queen Advocate/Lawyer) – She is the defender of those who are poor and those who are oppressed, 
she wears a black mortarboard cap and graduation gown, and carries a large book. Her appearance is a representation 
of Mary, Help (Advocate) of Christians. Some processions add the Reina Doctora ("Queen Doctor") as another title 
connected with a degree-holding profession, and may allude to the title "Mary, Health of the Sick". 

2. Reina Justícia (Queen Justice) – She is a personification of the title "Mirror of Justice" (Speculum Iustitiæ), her 
attributes are a Scale of Justice and a sword. 

3. Divina Pastora (Divine Shepherdess) – She bears a shepherd's crook or an image of the lamb or young Sheep. She is 
the Representation of the Care of Jesus Christ to the Flock of Christians. 

4. Reina de los Ángeles (Queen of the Angels) – She bears a bouquet or garland of white and/or colored flowers, and is 
escorted by adolescent or adult ladies dressed in white ball gown. 

5. Luklukan ng Karunungan/Asiento de la Sabiduría (Seat of Wisdom) – She carries the Bible, and represents Mary 
as Sedes Sapientiæ. 

6. Susì ng Langit/Clavé del Cielo (Key of Heaven) – She bears two keys, one gold and the other silver, adapted from 
the Papal arms. It is Also a Representation of the Title "Porta Coeli" ("Gate of Heaven") where Mary Welcomes 
Mankind to the Kingdom of God. 

7. Reina de las Estrellas (Queen of the Stars) – She holds a wand or baston topped with a star. It can be taken as an 
allusion to the title Stella Maris ("Star of the Sea"), where Mary has been invoked by sailors for her protection. 

8. Rosa Mística (Mystical Rose) – She bears a bouquet or garland of roses, a single rose, or preferably, the Barra Alta. 
She is the Representation of the Crown of Roses Given to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

9. Pusò ni María/Corazón de María (Heart of Mary) – She is the Representation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She 
holds a pink heart or the image of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

10. Reina del Santísimo Rosario (Queen of the Most Holy Rosary) – She carries a large rosary, symbol of Devotion to 
Mary. The Philippines is Also Called Pueblo Amante de María or People in the Love of Mary Because of their Devotion 
to Our Lady. 

11. Reina Luna (Queen Moon) – She is the representation of the moon, the footstool of Mary as the Woman of the 
Apocalypse. She carries a wand or baston topped with the crescent moon. 
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12. Reina Candelaria (Queen of Candles) – She carries a long, lit taper, symbolising the Purification of Mary, or 
sometimes, the Menorah, symbol of Judaism, with Seven Small candles, representing Seven Sacraments, Seven 
Virtues or Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

13. Reina de la Paz (Queen of Peace) – She carries a dove, symbol of World Peace or the Holy Spirit, real or otherwise. 
14. Reina de los Patriarcas (Queen of Patriarchs) – She bears a wooden rod or staff, symbol of Authority or Superiority. 

The Patriarchs are the Ancestors of the Israelites Who Lived Serving God. 
15. Reina de los Profetas (Queen of Prophets) – she holds an hourglass or Clock, symbol of the Time: the Past, 

the Present, and the Future. Mary was the Queen of Prophets Because God Introduced Her to the People of God, 
A Long Time Ago. 

16. Reina de los Confesores (Queen of Confessors) – she holds a scroll, whether open or closed, or a purple 
candle, symbol of confession, one of the Seven Sacraments. 

17. Reina de los Mártires (Queen of Martyrs) – she bears the Crown of Thorns or a pierced heart, as a second 
representation of the Mater Dolorosa. She is the Representation of the Martyrs who Faced Death for the Sake of 
their Faith. 

18. Reina de los Apóstoles (Queen of Apostles) – she holds the Palm of Martyrdom, symbol of triumph of Apostles 
and Martyrs who chose death for the sake of their faith rather than renunciation of the Christian faith. 

19. Reina de los Santos (Queen of Saints) – She bears a golden wreath, symbol of the Crown of the Saints; often 
accompanied by two ladies dressed in white ball gown. 

20. Reina del Cielo (Queen of Heaven) – She holds a flower; often accompanied by two ladies dressed in white ball 
gown. 

21. Reina de las Vírgenes (Queen of Virgins) – She carries a rosary or lily, the latter signifying chastity; also 
escorted by two ladies dressed in white ball gown. 
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Prominent titles 
1. Reina de las Flores (Queen of Flowers) – She is The Queen of the Flores de Mayo. She walks under an arch 
festooned with the blossoms of flowers and She carries a grand bouquet of flowers. 

2. Reina Elena (Queen Helena) – She is the Representation of Saint Helena herself, whose the symbol of the finding of 
the True Cross is the cross or crucifix that she bears in her arms. This considerably prestigious role is often awarded to 
the most beautiful girl or most important matron in the pageant. Some communities keep the identity of the chosen Reina 
Elena a closely guarded secret, revealing her identity at the Santacruzan itself. Other places are more accommodating, 
allowing three women to be Reina Elena. 

• Constantino - the escort of Reina Elena, representing her son, Constantine the Great (272 – 337 AD). Despite the 
Emperor having been an adult when his mother found the True Cross, this role is almost always played by a young 
male or even an adolescent or adult male in princely or royal garment. 

 
3. Reina Emperatríz (Queen Empress) – She is always the last member of the procession, a representation of 
Saint Helena of Constantinople, specifically her title Augusta ('empress' or 'queen mother'), which she received from 
Constantine in 325 AD. It is Quite Wise to Take Note That It is Best to Omit the Title Reina Emperatriz Because Having 
So Will Duplicate the Representation of Saint Helena in the Procession. A Belief Commonly Held As to The Origin of the 
Two Titles Existing is the Possibility of Two Women Wanting to Portray The Most Important Role in the Procession, Thus 
Creating the Title Reina Emperatriz. 
 
 
The procession is accompanied by the steady beat of a local brass band, playing and singing the Dios te salve (the Spanish 
version of the Hail Mary). Devotees bear lighted candles and sing the prayer as they walk. It is customary for males 
participating in the Santacruzan to wear traditional Barong Tagalog or Sometimes, Suits or Tuxedos, while females wear any 
Filipiniana-inspired dress or Sometimes, Renaissance-inspired or Baroque-Inspired Queen's Dress. 
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