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Chapter 7: The People of Israel Go to Egypt 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103] PREPARATION – How to Get Ready


[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher’s Manual: pp. 79 & 81 – read the story ahead of time
Materials: an empty bag of cookies and a full bag
 PROCLAMATION – Main Theme


	God provided for Joseph and his people through Joseph’s suffering. God’s providence never fails.
 EXPLANATION – Content of Lesson 


· [bookmark: OLE_LINK108][bookmark: OLE_LINK109]Joseph’s brothers first came to Egypt to buy grain because of the famine.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK106][bookmark: OLE_LINK107]Bring an empty bag/box of cookies (they should not be able to see through). Tell students you want to give them a treat, so you start passing the bag around. Students will find out it is empty! Use this as a jumping off point to discuss the nature of famine.
· Give students real treats after discussing famine and the hunger pangs. 
· Have students act out hunger and the brothers’ discussion to go to Egypt.
· The land they came from they called Canaan. Today we call it Israel.
· Show maps of Canaan (Israel) and Egypt. 
· Joseph did not reveal his identity to his brothers at first to test them and to make sure Benjamin was alive and safe.
· Ask students to share stories of not recognizing someone. 
· Act story of brothers going to Egypt, including their discussion about worries for Benjamin, and Joseph hiding his identity.
· God allowed Joseph to be sold into slavery so He could save His chosen people from the coming famine.
· Discuss and give examples of God’s providence. Have the students ever experienced something hard and then seen good fruit from it?
· Joseph forgave his brothers, saved them, and gave them the best of gifts. In these ways he prefigures Christ.
· Have 2 students stand up front and model Joseph and Christ.
· Make a Venn diagram or t-chart of similarities and differences.
· God told Jacob (Israel) in a vision to go to Egypt, and after many years, he would bring Israel’s descendants out of Egypt and back to Canaan.
· Read the 2 full paragraphs on page 39 to hear Israel’s vision.
· If time, draw a comic strip of events in Joseph’s life.
 APPLICATION – Connecting it to Students  


· The experience of not having expected cookies will connect with the students’ mouths.
· Talk about experiences of God’s providence in student sufferings.
· Act Joseph’s brothers going to Egypt. Draw a comic strip of events in Joseph’s life.
· Mark Schultz – He Will Carry Me http://safeshare.tv/w/aYwZdXFKpU A song about God’s providence in suffering.
 CELEBRATION - Conclusion


· End with a prayer asking God to be the strength each of us needs to witness to him. Include a prayer to trust in God’s providence even during pain.
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