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THANKSGIVING DAY PRAYER 2020 (By Fr. Bob Johnson, SVD) 
 
Oh Lord, I come to you today wanting to be thankful, but also overwhelmed 
and disappointed. How can I be thankful during a pandemic? 
May Covid-19 open my heart to you in gratitude through new, strange and 
different ways. 
 
I thank you, Lord, for masks…may they show my love for others…that we 
are all one blessed family as sisters and brothers. May it make me more 
loving and thankful for the ways you show love to me. 
 
I thank you, Lord, for hand sanitizers and disinfectant wipes…may they 
remind me to be pure of heart.  May it cause me to help purify the toxic 
and destructive germs of our physical and spiritual lives that so many 
people face…make me more positive and thankful for the ways you cleanse 
our lives. 
 
I thank you, Lord, for quarantine and the moments of isolation or 
aloneness…that they give me opportunities to open my ears to You, and 
better appreciate those in my life who I might take for granted. 
 
I thank you, Lord, for all those on the front line…medical personnel, first 
responders, restaurant and store personnel, truck drivers, teachers, and 
everyone who assists often behind the scenes…for reminding me of how 
we are all interconnected, and should value each life with human dignity. 
 
I thank you, Lord, for those who have become victims of COVD-19…may 
their lives remind me of the sacredness and beauty of life. 
 
I finally thank you, Lord, for this very strange and unfamiliar 
Thanksgiving…may it help me put into perspective what true gratitude calls 
us to be in the sight of God, and to prepare myself for a Thanksgiving in the 
future that truly will be a celebration where I can appreciate in new and 
deeper ways what this national holiday has always suppose to have been 
about.  Amen. 

 


