
PC 06/24/2020  

Church of the Redeemer - Pastoral Council 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  (Zoom call – Thank you Renee) 

 
Redeemer Mission: 

Everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  John 13:35 
 
Present: Rob Courter, Renee Reisenweaver, Shirley Husz, Bob Kemmler, Loraine Tracy, Robbie Pre-
zioso, Dan Corso, Fr. Jim Cowles, Larry Cunningham, Laura Woodle, Chris Colville, Don Piacentini, 
Mary Anne Rutledge, Dennis Fiore 
 
Absent:  Sue Hunrath, Tom Grasberger 
 
Opening Prayer 

- Prayer was provided by Rob 

Called to Serve 
- Rob reminded us of the term “representative”, a characteristic of a parish council member; listen to pa-

rishioners and then faithfully present concerns/questions to the parish council; parish council is a repre-
sentative body. 

Faith Formation (Deacon Colville) 
- Feast day of John the Baptist – he was the last of the prophets and Chris shared characteristics of Zecha-

riah the prophet (father of John) called people to repentence.  Chris’s challenge for us was “How do we 
produce “good fruit”?  What do we need to change to be better focused on God and be better prophets? 

 
Approval of minutes 

- May meeting minutes were approved; favorite summer memories were shared. 

- At our July meeting be prepared to share your favorite flavor of ice cream! 

Fr. Jim update: 
- Fr. Jim MOVED INTO THE RECTORY!  Thanked the council for the house warming gifts as well as 

extending a thank you to those that helped with the move. 
- Deacon Ron Reger wants to be more involved in adult formation, actually taking over Loraine’s job; 

he’ll work from home and doing this with no pay. 
- 28 youth are to be confirmed on Sunday; Fr. Jim will confirm the youth; working on the logistics to 

have the First Communion sacrament celebrated. 
 
Finance Council:   

- Don provided the report in Tom’s absence. 
- The rectory restorations are complete and Fr. moved in on June 23rd; final costs were kept within line 

with what was quoted / expected; during the renovations mold was found in the HVAC air ducts – a res-
olution in being worked on; numerous parishioners made donations of work/material. 

- Due to Fr.’s apartment agreement, the church is responsible for rent through August.   
- All PPP loan paperwork is in place and the foregiveness process is being reviewed; Eight week period 

should end sometime in June.  



 
- Church Staff- Terry Colville and Loraine Tracy are retiring – we will miss them, wish them the best, 

and can’t thank them enough for all they have done for the parish; Kate Chittum will be filling Terry’s 
role.  Jonathan gave his resignation as he is taking a teaching position in NOVA; additionally Nancy 
Crosby resigned.     

- Parish budget was submitted and accepted by the Diocese; due to the reductions made during the quar-
antine the parish will not have to pull as much from cash reserves. 

- There has been an increase in eGiving; also a significant was provided in response to the challenge (dis-
cipleship letter) presented to the parish. 

- Minutes from June Finance Council meeting were not available before the Pastoral Council meeting; 
can be share if needed. 

 
Committees/Groups:  Due to the Covid19 pandemic, very little was done with meetings for commit-
tees. The following items were discussed: 

- Confirmation:  all but one youth will be confirmed 
- No other reports at this time 

 
New Business 

- Redeemer staff- First priority is to fill the church secretary position; Second priority is to fill the youth 
minister position 

- The PSG plan has been purchased; quarterly option was decided upon, even though the cost was a little 
more; benefit - included a rescue plan and can be canceled at any time; Stewardship will start reviewing 
the materials once available.  

- Stewardship committee- determined that a document describing the function / purpose of the steward-
ship committee needs to be put in place.  This will help give direction in the future.   

Subgroups  
- Mission:  work is complete and will move to establish communication method to the church.  
- Committees:  Stewardship is the main focus at this time, with the document development being the pri-

ority. 
 

Strategic Plan Discussion (Paula Otto): 
- Paula sent out a document to the council for review that includes a letter from Fr. Jim as well as an out-

line to the plan for the parish goals over the next year. 
- Walked through the one-year strategic plan to see if there were questions or concerns. 
- Discussed the letter, the graphic, and the Action Grid (plan responsibilities); small group will meet 

again to take additional look at plan and put final touches on plan before presented at next council meet-
ing. 

Action items: 

1. Need to identify a liaison to the finance council as Don is moving into the chairman position.  
Anyone interested? 

2. Need to communicate to the parish that all members currently on the PC will remain in place 
until it is determined that elections can take place; maybe the start of Pastoral Council commu-
nication in the bulletin. 

3. All of Council needs to support Mary Anne, Renee, and Larry with stewardship committee 
work. 



4. Further pursue the suggestion of meeting with Dan’s daughter (marketing expertise) as potential 
assistance as we develop communication plan. 

Closing Prayer  

- Closed with the Our Father 
 

Next Meeting Date: July 29, 2020 (Don begins as Chair)    
Somewhere in these minutes is the sharing item for the July meeting.     
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