
 

 

10/23/2019 

Church of the Redeemer - Pastoral Council 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

 

Mission: We nurture the spiritual growth of all our members through vibrant celebrations of the 

sacraments, daily prayer, lifelong study of our faith, hospitality, and compassionate service to 

each other and to the "world beyond our doors." 

 

Present:  Dennis Fiori, Rob Courter, Renee Reisenweaver, Shirley Husz, Sue Hunrath, Bob Kemmler, 

Tom Grasberger, Loraine Tracy, Jonathan de Bernardo, Dan Corso, Fr. Jim Cowles, Chris Colville, Don 

Piacentini, Larry Cunningham, Paul Sciolino, Mary Anne Rutledge 

 

Absent:  Robbie Prezioso 

 

Opening Prayer 

- Rob led opening prayer  

Called to Serve – Eight Essential characteristics: Prayerful 

- Rob read the “Prayerful” definition from “Called to Serve” which led into Chris’ Faith For-

mation. 

Faith Formation (Chris Colville) 
- St. Augustine letter to a Christian poet.  Chris explained the many parts of the Lord’s Prayer and 

what each line means to us today.  (Faith Formation summary attached below) 

Approval of minutes 
- September Council meeting minutes were approved with no additional edits. 

Update 
- (Pastor) Fr. Jim- “I am doing well”.  He posed an interesting perspective from a parishioner after 

Mass: Rain was hitting the roof of the parish and Fr. was asked “Do we take time to listen to the 

rain?  Parishioner went on to say that Redeemer does and is involved in many activities that it 

seems as though “the church is on steroids”.  He supports taking time to slow down. 

- (Pastor) Fr. was then asked about the rectory: no update to give; still waiting on drawings; no Pro-

ject Manager (PM) has been named; Fr. concerned about nothing happening; believes there could 

be demolition occurring. 

- Tom- suggested the PM is put in place to relieve Regina; three parishioners have submitted their 

names; Regina proposed a group PM; FC has told Regina to decide on a PM. 

***Recommendation from PC – Regina needs to move ASAP on a PM; Tom will speak with 

Regina again***  

 
- (Deacon) Chris informed the council that he will be gone next week to attend the Deaconate An-

nual Retreat; also mentioned that at their convocation in September the Bishop requested that 

Deacons start wearing gray instead of black. 



 

 

Committees/Groups: 
Finance Council:   

- Tom indicated that we are still behind in collections >$20K; when Fr. Jim attended the 

FC meeting he wants to encourage e-giving for a more consistent flow of contributions; 

much of the FC meeting revolved around the rectory renovations. 

- There will be a letter drafted (to all parishioners) explaining the status of the rectory and 

containing three envelopes (one each for the months November, December, and January) 

for additional contributions. 

- Fr. Jim also met with Joe Massino (organizer of Casino Royale) and since it will not take 

place until next year, they agreed that casino night funds will go towards “major pro-

jects”.  

- Projected cost of renovations is estimated between $60K-$80K; FC overestimated to 

$80K because the Diocese will still receive their percentage (11%). 

Stewardship Council:   

- Mary Anne addressed e-giving; not sure why there seems to be agreement to have forms 

put in the pews as well as the QR code in the bulletin/worship aid, but there is not execu-

tion to these matters? 

- Fr. Jim is in favor of doing what it takes to make e-giving happen. 

- Masses: 5:30 gives the most, then 8:00, and finally 10:00 gives the least with the most 

attending and the largest group utilizing the programs offered by the parish. 

- Fr. Jim suggested “tabling” e-giving until the Spring due to rectory repairs and asking for 

additional funds. 

R.E. & Youth 

- Report was submitted for review. 

- Jonathan described about some of the upcoming events: Lock-in (45 kids) with Our Lady 

of Lourdes and St. Ann’s; Laser tag for Nov 16th; Youth Mass Nov 2nd – followed by a 

movie (Coco) with dinner. 

- Vocations week Nov 3-10: planning a vocation panel with a meal beforehand; asked for 

recommendations for women involved or entering Christian communities; Fr. Jim knows 

of a young lady that attends daily mass at MRMC and will attempt to see if she is availa-

ble for the panel.   

- Jonathan also working on reaching out to other organizations in the parish (i.e. Scouts, 

American Heritage Girls, FIRE families, etc)  

- Fr. Jim used the word “entitled” when trying to describe the youth.  He suggested finding 

a way to get the youth involved and more connected with the Script Card program so they 

understand the benefits the program.   

****Due to time- tabled Liturgy and Worship; Evangelization; and Christian Care reports**** 

 

New Business 
- (No Room at the Inn) PC decided on a donation this year instead of a basket; contributions for the 

PC donation should be brought to the Retreat on Nov 9th or coordinated with Rob 

- (Discern Vice-Chair) – Following the readings and three rounds of voting, PC determined that 

Don Piacentini will serve as the new vice-chair. 

 



 

 

 

Action Items 

- Jonathan requested help identifying additional organizations and names/points of contacts to 

reach out to in the parish. 
- Follow-up with e-giving promotion for the Spring. 
- Follow-up: any questions connected to the reports that were tabled during the October meeting: 

Liturgy and Worship, Evangelization, and Christian Care 
- Collect No Room at the Inn donations at Retreat. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Next Meeting Date: Retreat: November 9, 2019 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Faith Formation summary 

From A letter to Proba by St Augustine 

The Lord's Prayer contains all prayers 

 

We need to use words so that we may remind ourselves to consider carefully what we 

are asking, not so that we may think we can instruct the Lord or prevail on him. 

  Thus, when we say: Hallowed be your name, we are reminding ourselves to desire 

that his name, which in fact is always holy, should also be considered holy among men. 

I mean that it should not be held in contempt. But this is a help for men, not for God. 

  And as for our saying: Your kingdom come, it will surely come whether we will it 

or not. But we are stirring up our desires for the kingdom so that it can come to us and 

we can deserve to reign there. 

  When we say: Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven, we are asking him to 

make us obedient so that his will may be done in us as it is done in heaven by his 

angels. 

  When we say: Give us this day our daily bread, in saying this day we mean “in this 

world.” Here we ask for a sufficiency by specifying the most important part of it; that 

is, we use the word “bread” to stand for everything. Or else we are asking for the sac-

rament of the faithful, which is necessary in this world, not to gain temporal happiness 

but to gain the happiness that is everlasting. 

  When we say: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us, we are reminding ourselves of what we must ask and what we must do in order to 

be worthy in turn to receive. 



 

 

  When we say: Lead us not into temptation, we are reminding ourselves to ask that 

his help may not depart from us; otherwise we could be seduced and consent to some 

temptation, or despair and yield to it. 

  When we say: Deliver us from evil, we are reminding ourselves to reflect on the 

fact that we do not yet enjoy the state of blessedness in which we shall suffer no evil. 

This is the final petition contained in the Lord’s Prayer, and it has a wide application. 

In this petition the Christian can utter his cries of sorrow, in it he can shed his tears, 

and through it he can begin, continue and conclude his prayer, whatever the distress in 

which he finds himself. Yes, it was very appropriate that all these truths should be 

entrusted to us to remember in these very words. 

  Whatever be the other words we may prefer to say (words which the one praying 

chooses so that his disposition may become clearer to himself or which he simply 

adopts so that his disposition may be intensified), we say nothing that is not contained 

in the Lord’s Prayer, provided of course we are praying in a correct and proper way. 

But if anyone says something which is incompatible with this prayer of the Gospel, he 

is praying in the flesh, even if he is not praying sinfully. And yet I do not know how 

this could be termed anything but sinful, since those who are born again through the 

Spirit ought to pray only in the Spirit. 

 

You will find no prayer that is not already contained in the Lord’s Prayer. Here are 

some examples. 

  When one prays: Be glorified among all nations as thou art glorified among 

us, and Let your prophets be proved true, what else is one asking than Hallowed be thy 

name? 

  When the psalmist says: Bring us back, O God of hosts, let your face shine on us 

and we shall be saved what else is he saying than Thy kingdom come? 

  When he says: Direct my steps according to your word, so that iniquity has no do-

minion over me what else is he saying than Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven? 

  When in the book of Proverbs it is said: give me neither poverty nor riches, grant 

me only my share of food what else is this than Give us this day our daily bread? 

  When the psalmist says Lord, remember David and how he served you or O Lord, 

if I have done this, if there is iniquity in my hands, if I have rewarded with evil those 

that did evil to me what else is this than Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us? 

  When he says: Deliver me from my enemies, O my God, and defend me from those 

that rise up against me what else is this than Deliver us from evil? 

  And if you go over all the words of holy prayers, I think you will find nothing which 

cannot be comprised and summed up in the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. So when we 

pray we are free to use different words to any extent, but we must ask the same things: 

in this we have no choice. 



 

 

  It is our duty to ask these things without hesitation for ourselves and for our friends, 

for strangers and even for our enemies; although of course our emotions may differ 

according to the persons being prayed for and their closeness or their distance from us. 

  Now you have the answers to two questions: what sort of person you should be when 

you pray, and what sort of things you should pray for. These answers have not come 

from my teaching but from the teaching of him who has condescended to teach us all. 

  We must seek a blessed life and we must ask God to grant it to us. What a blessed 

life might mean is something that many people have had many arguments about; but 

why should we go to many people or listen to many arguments? God’s own Scriptures 

have summed it up exactly: Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord. How are we 

to be part of that people, to look on God and live with him forever? As St Paul says, The 

only purpose of this instruction is that there should be love coming out of a pure heart, 

a clear conscience, and a sincere faith. 

  For “a clear conscience” we may read “hope.” Faith, hope, and charity, therefore, 

lead to God the man who prays, the man, that is, who believes, hopes, and desires, and 

is guided as to what he should ask from the Lord by studying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Ensure that your Christian prayer is complete by remembering ACTS — not the 
book of the Bible, but the acronym. The ACTS method of Christian prayer goes 
like this: 

Adoration: Give God praise and honor for who he is as Lord over all.  Hal-

lowed be thy name 

Confession: Honestly deal with the sin in your prayer life. Forgive us our 

trespasses 

Thanksgiving: Verbalize what you’re grateful for in your life and in the 

world around you.   

Supplication: Pray for the needs of others and yourself.  Give us this day 

our daily bread 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


