
FEAR.  That is the word that seems to consume all of us at this 

time. Emotions are so high I hardly know what to say the 

weekend after we received word that our Masses throughout 

our diocese would be cancelled indefinitely. Are we looking at 

weeks or several months?  What about our Lenten Journey 

suddenly interrupted and Easter celebrations that likely will be 

delayed.  I, like all pastors throughout our diocese, struggle to 

help our congregations to slow down, to take time to discern 

how God is at work in this moment.  

The Lord walks with us when we are walk through the darkest 

valley as the 23rd Psalm tells us. It points to God’s presence 

during the times of greatest peril and fear. Guided by the Good 

Shepherd leading us  through pastures of great uncertainty, as 

many had before us in salvation history, we shall not be forsaken.  

Imagine our God, our creator, as the spark behind all the ideas 

that researchers are pursuing to find a cure for a virus that none 

of us could have ever imagined. Imagine our God, our Creator, 

as the one who has brought together the most unlikely 

international leaders, foes, and political parties to work as one 

for a common cause. 

Meditating on the Gospel story this weekend of a man blind from 

birth, we see an archetype of miserable humanity, trapped in 

darkness. Where is God in such darkness? In the human 

response, individual trust and courage and above all, collective 

solidarity and compassion. Here we God in God’s magnificence 

and creative power. 



The heart of today’s Gospel is really about a particular miracle 

and a curing that takes place. Beyond the healing there is an 

additional lesson for us. The same Savior who healed the man 

born blind stands ready to heal our blindness, no matter what 

form it takes. We are given the gift of Lent in order that we might 

identify our blindness and seek God’s healing.  

We are facing a pandemic which also provides opportunities to 

see things very differently. What are the lessons to be learned? 

Will we learn anything at all?  These moments are opportunities 

we can grow from or “carry on as usual”.  The virus is a wake up 

call, perhaps changing our whole way of life.  

 

  

 


