
 

First Reading  Isaiah 35:1-10  
The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom. 
They will bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of 
Lebanon will be given to them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; They will 
see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the hands that 
are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, Say to those whose hearts are 
frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; 
With divine recompense he comes to save you. Then will the eyes of the blind 
be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; Then will the lame leap like a stag, 
then the tongue of the mute will sing.  Streams will burst forth in the desert, and 
rivers in the steppe. The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty 
ground, springs of water; The abode where jackals lurk will be a marsh for the 
reed and papyrus. A highway will be there, called the holy way; No one unclean 
may pass over it, nor fools go astray on it. No lion will be there, nor beast of prey 
go up to be met upon it. It is for those with a journey to make, and on it the 



redeemed will walk. Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return and enter 
Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; They will meet with joy and gladness, 
sorrow and mourning will flee.  
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
Reflection 

Song: Canticle of Zechariah 
Now bless the God of Israel who comes in love and power, who raises from the 
royal house deliv’rance in this hour. Through holy prophets God has sworn to free 
us from alarm, to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm. 
Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, that we might serve in 
holiness and peace from year to year. And you, my child, shall go before, to 
preach, to prophesy, that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most high.  
In tender mercy, God will send the dayspring from on high, our rising sun, the light 
of life for those who sit and sigh. God comes to guide our way to peace, that death 
shall reign no more. Sing praises to the Holy One, O worship and adore. 
Text: Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79, Ruth Dick  1992, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Tune: FOREST GREEN, CMD; English; harm. by Michael Joncas,  1987, GIA Publications 
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Intercessions:-- Response: Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Sign of Peace 

 


