
 

 

Reading 1 Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17A 
 When Balaam raised his eyes and saw Israel encamped, tribe by tribe, the spirit 
of God came upon him, and he gave voice to his oracle:  The utterance of 
Balaam, son of Beor, the utterance of a man whose eye is true, The utterance of 
one who hears what God says, and knows what the Most High knows, Of one 
who sees what the Almighty sees, enraptured, and with eyes unveiled: How 
goodly are your tents, O Jacob; your encampments, O Israel! They are like 
gardens beside a stream, like the cedars planted by the LORD. His wells shall 
yield free-flowing waters, he shall have the sea within reach; His king shall rise 
higher, and his royalty shall be exalted.  Then Balaam gave voice to his oracle:  
The utterance of Balaam, son of Beor, the utterance of the man whose eye is 
true, The utterance of one who hears what God says, and knows what the Most 



High knows, Of one who sees what the Almighty sees, enraptured, and with 
eyes unveiled. I see him, though not now; I behold him, though not near: A star 
shall advance from Jacob, and a staff shall rise from Israel. 

 



 



Reflection 
Song: Canticle of Zechariah 

Now bless the God of Israel who comes in love and power, who raises from the 
royal house deliv’rance in this hour. Through holy prophets God has sworn to 
free us from alarm, to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm. 
Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, that we might serve in 
holiness and peace from year to year. And you, my child, shall go before, to 
preach, to prophesy, that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most 
high.  
In tender mercy, God will send the dayspring from on high, our rising sun, the 
light of life for those who sit and sigh. God comes to guide our way to peace, 
that death shall reign no more. Sing praises to the Holy One, O worship and 
adore. 
Text: Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79, Ruth Dick  1992, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Tune: FOREST GREEN, CMD; English; harm. by Michael Joncas,  1987, GIA Publications 
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Intercessions:-- Response: Lord hear our prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Sign of Peace 

 


